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WH ITTIER'S POEMS. Pooms written durin/;'! 
tho proRVcsR of the Abolition question in tlio Umtoul 
Slater, between the yetirs 18150 und 1838, by J. G \ 
Wiiittior. It is cinbolliahcd witli a boauliiul cop-| 
porpltitc cngipving, juet rccoivod from LondonJ 
iiluHtniting tho following vcrao in Cowpcr'a Morn-| 
ing Drcnm. f 

B\it soon iin npproacbin); tlic land, ■ 

Tlmt nn{{cl-liko woiniin he sicw'cl; j] 

The scourge hv. let Tiill froinhiu \\aw\, ij 

With iho blooil of hhi Biil)jcct« imbrued. t 

Kvcry abolitionist ehould make this book hia! 
pocket compamon. When our spirits droop, and! 
our hopes become faint, and our zeal ifj cold, then! 
let UE come and draw new life from this gualiing'l 
fountain. Price 37 i-2 els. | 

GUSTAVU!^ VASS A, wn7/ert hj Umsdf. Thia | 
is the life of :i native African, of powerful intellect,? 
who wasj ' stolen out oi." his own land,' lived aa a I 
slave in Pennsylvania, went several voyages to the | 
West Indie's, and to several ports in Europe, nar- s 
lowly escaped death several times, and passed! 
through a great variety of wonderful scones, which | 
give his narrative an interest scarcely surpassed | 
by Robinson Crusoe. Embellished with two fmef 
lilliographic prints, 294 pages, price 62 1-9. cts. I 



_ • j -q_-^]^^j^lg,S j^^-pn;^.^]^ Lottois from ,lohn"l 

Quincy Adams, to liis constituentg of the Twelfth ^ 

Congressional District in MossiachusettSj to which ^ 

is added his speech in Congress, delivered Fcsbruary " 
9, 1837. Price 10 cts. eingle, $1 per dozen, $6 

per hundred. d 

There is no -work which should, at this time, be ii 

more widely scattered, especially in Blassachusetts. 1 
If this does not slir up the yeomanry of the north, 

to a sense of the fnct that the5r Ivb^rtics are doom- 1 
ed to become a sacrifice upon' the smoking altar of 
slavery, unless they speedily awake, then wiil ihe 

bloody rite be soon performed. i 

Important Work. — Jutjt published and for salg at ^ 

the Anti-Slavery office, a pamphlet of 225 pages, f 

entitled ' LIBERTY,' being a compihtion of the »■ 

sayings of eminent Legislators, Jurists, Moralists, ^ 
Philosophers, Poets, &c. &c., in regard to human 

liberty, American slavery, and the character of the ( 

enslaved. It also cotitains a full history of tha ( 

Texian Revolution. White America is here judg- < 

ed out of her own mouth. 1 

Some gems from this valuable compilation may \ 
he found in our poet's corner. The abolitionist 
rosy find in this pamphlet what he would other- 
wise have to ransack hundreds of volumes to find, ' 
and perhaps after all search in vain. Price 37 i-2 I 
cents single. — 

MEMOIR OF ILBERFORCE. By Thomas 
Price. 18mo. With an engraving. Let those 
who would catch his spirit read his iife. 25. 

AMEKICAN AKTI SI.AVERY Al-MANAC 

For ISSS, 

JUST published. OcS-Orders solicited from any 
part of the United States, and promptly an- 
swered by ISAAC KNAPP,25, Cornhill. 

Ot5-Price— $30,00 per 1000— $3,50 per 100— 
60 cents per dozen- No deviation from these prices. 



ARCIIY MOORE, or Momoira of the Skvo. 
2 vols, ISino. This work tlinnvfl light, in a Ml 
blazo, all over tlio flubjoCt of slavery." It should be,, 
used, as a flamiiiff torch, by cvory abolilioriifif,. 
Prico /oduccd. $1^35. 

CHARLES BALL. 1 vol. IQmo. This io a 
story, told by himeolf, of a Man who lived 40 yearu 
in Maryland, S. Carolina nnU Cioorgiu, m tx bUvo, 
under voriouB masters, and was ono year in tho, 
Ndvy, with Cotninodoro Harney, during the loyt 
war. Containing nn account tho mnnncra and , 
uaogea of tho planters and BlaveholdojrB of th» 
South, a description of the rendition and trcatimcnt 
of tho sluvoa, with observations upon tho state of 
morals amongut tho cotton planters, and tho poril3 
and snffr' ' of a fugitive siuve, who twico es- 
caped froiM tho Motton country. This is a work of, 
thrilling intorest, by some considered profcrablo to 
Archy Moore. 1,00. 

LEMUEL HAYNES. 1vol. 12mo. This con- 
tains sketchoB of the life nnd character of tho wflll 
known colorqd preacher, who was, for many years, 
pastor of a Congregational church in Rutland, ¥t. 
He ia celebrated for his controversy with li^osSti," 
Ballou, which is here given entire. * Many of his 
most interesting writings oro also copied. |t ria 
enriched with a valuable introduction, by ; Dr.' 
Spraguo, and embellished with a portrait. Too 
profits of the work are devoted to tho benefit of 
nia family, who are in indigent circumstances. 1,00 

TESTIMONY OP GOD AGAINST SLaV- 
iiERYi A collection of passages from the Bible, '- 
which show the sin of holding and treating tno 
human species as property. With notes,. ' 
which is added the testimony of the civilial^d 
world against slavery. This is a magazine of fikfit 




Second edition, improved. JPrico " 



reduced. 25. 

THOMPSON IN AMERICA. Letters and Ad- 
dresses by George Thompson, during his laiBfii^lff 
in the United States, frcm Oct. 1, 1834, to Nov. 57, 
1835. Any man who ever heard George Thoiiip"- 
son, or ever heard of him, should have this book. 
126 pages, price 37 1-2 els. 

June 10, 

MEMOIR OP JAMES JACKSON. ISaii. 
This is an account of the life o£ a very interestih^ 
colored Sabbath scholar, who died in Boston^ Oic*; 
31, 1833, aged 6 years and 11 months. By Miss 
Sus^n Paul. Every Sabbath school libraty should 
contain this book. 25. 

GODWIN ON SLAYERY, This is an ex- 
ceedingly valuable work, by the well known author 
pftheWorkon Atheism. It furnishes clear proof 
of the identity of the spirit of slavery, and furhis)jes 
the American abolitionist with ti-ied weapons to 
use in this holy v/arfare. 12mo. 62 1-2. 

THE OASIS. By Mrs. Child. With 20 beau- 
tiful engravings. This is a work of high litartijy 
character, and is of great value to the working abo- 
litionist. It was formerly sold at $1,25, and^^fts 
cheap at that price. 75. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, and interest- 
ing anecdotes of persons of color, to which is add- 
ed a selection of pieces of poetry, compiled by A* 
Mott. 12 mo. pp. 260, neatly bound in cloth. , 50 

LIFE OP G'RANVILL SHARPE. This is a 
biognvyphy of one of the earliest'English aboli- 
tionists^ and should be read by every Americsn 
who i/j laboring in the ss.me cause. It is ornament- 
ed with an engraving e.^ecaled by a colored youths 
371-2.; 



APPEAL OF CLERICAL ABpLlTTONLSTS ON ANTLSLA VERY MEASURES 
1-llEPLY BY EDITOR PRO. TEM. OF THE LIBEEATOR—A LAY]^AN^3 
REPLY TO A 'CLERICAL APPEAL '—REPLY TO THE APPEAL BY 
REV. A. A. PHELPS— DECLARATION OF ABOLITIONISTS IN THE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY A,T ANDOVER, MA'SS, 



From tho Now England Spectator. because somcbovly bna Imppenod to gum that all 

APPEAIi QF CI^EKICAI. ABOLITIONISTS was not right, wc believe cannot bo jufltifiecl. Wo 
ON ANTl-SIiAVEIty MKASUKKS, allude particularly to Iho repeatedly, publiahod in- 

Mn. Porter,— Sovornl individu/ila, who are einuation, that Rov. Mr. Blagdon is a fslaveholdor. 
Lnown in public and in private aa fiionds of tho txn- '^Vo hardly dare trust ouraelves to eponk of tiiia ^ct 
ti-f)lavery cause, wish to say, through your paper, a "f monatrous injustico. If tho conductora of tho 
few thingK witlj regard to tho recent movemonta wherator know that this gentleman ja a Blavehbld« 
relative to tho subject of elftvery. Wo are aboli- have the proofa in their pofjse0sion,let them 

tioniats in the strictest sense ; and such wo purpose holdly assert it. But to insinuate such a thinff be" 
to bo as long aa there is o slave on the face of tho fore the public, while they have noproof of it!! It 
earth. We have given our feelings, our influence wicked, it is a base thrust at a man's Teput,ati6ti.> 
and our talents, in public and in private, to the cauoo We should be aehttmed to litl up our heads im abo- 
of immediate and universal emancipotion. Were- htionists, if we failed to rebuke this oin. It may 
gard rtlavcry as a loud crying and exceedingly ug- porhaps bo said, that 'Mr. Blagden can easily deny 
gravated sin, under all circumstances, and ut all it, if it be not true, and thus ptit the matter at onco 
limfes; and we claim that, like all other sins* it ""est.' He has doubtless enough to do, without 
ought to be at once and forever abandoned ; and g5""g '"to a newspaper to repel mei'o inainuations. 
we purpose with the help of God, to do all that in J^he minister of tho gospel who should attempti in 
us lies, at home and abroad, from the pulpit and the t^'s day, to wage a newspaper warfare witil every 
press, to hold Hp this iniquitious system of robbery insinuation that might chance to be thrown out 
and-wrong, as worthy only of universal and eternal against hi<3 character, would find but little time foi* 
abhorrence ; and to call, in the name of humanitv more important duties. For a man to attempt the 
and God, on all who hold their fellow-men in chains, defence of his own character, under "any circum- 
to desist at once from their iniquitouK work. We stances, is a, painful task. And he who deals- out 
purpose to do with our might all tiiat our hands or insmuatiom against his neighbor, and then calls 
our tongues find to do, to hasten the day when the "Pon him to clear himself, * castB about fire-brands, 
yoke of the oppressor shall be broken, and the op- arrows and death in sport.' Whose reputation is 
pressed go free. safe in tho hands of such a, man? He may select 

But, having given our influence, and our eflbrts, the purest being on earth as his victim ; *and »up 
to some extent, to the cause of immmediate eman- pose— and guess—that he is a thief, or an adulter- 
cipation, and become, in some sense, identified with er,' and throw his guesses before the public. : Ma- . 
it, as we wish still to be, we are not a little grieved "7 ^^i^ believe them to be substantial facts. Oth- 
at some things, which we see in the movements of ers will think there must be some ground foff such 
some leading abolitionists. Some of these things accusations, nnd begin to entertain suspicions of 
we will name. the individuii. Oh ! if there be tin act which our 

1. We cannot approve «fte hasiy, imsparing and souls trx^the, it is the attempt to destroy a man's 
aZmosf/erociotis rfemmciahon of a man who happens reputr tion by falsehood. And insinuation is the 
to come from the South, which we have recently meanest and vilest form of lying. We are giieved 
seen in the case of Rev. Mr. White. To drag a to see it resorted to by any one calling himself aa 
man's'nanie into the public prints, and hold bira up ofaolitionist. 

to Universal abhorrence, while neither time nor 3. We v/ish to say a word on the subject of no- 
pains have been taken to ascertain the truth in re- tices. It has become very cpminon to givq ilbtlees 
lation to him, we think altogether unjustifiable. — • of various descriptions to ministers of the gospel, m 
We believe that Rev. Mr. White is not, and never order that they may be publicly read from the pul- 
has been, a slaveholder, in any sense of the word, pit. Every minister in the city, receives occasion- 
neither is his wife. All that can be said is, that ally some notices which he thinks it iimproper fo^ 
the father of Mrs. While does hold slaves , but we him to read. He has a right to be his own judge 
think it visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon in such matters. We Jcnow of no obligation fasting 
the children too soon altogether, to call Mr. White on any minister of the' gospel, to ciaKe himself a 
to account at present for the sins of his father-in- town-crier, or his pujpit a vehicle for public i^foii 
law. When Mr. White has taken these slaves or mation. Every pastor will of course announce /it? 
any into bis own hands, it will be time enough to own appointments to his t^m people, vrithpiit^^^^^ 
hold him responsible for what he does with them, permission of any one ; no man or body of n^en c^P* 
The attempt to tarnish his character with the sin of with any propriety, command him to Oj'inpunce Gikir 
slaveholding, when he has never been guilty of it, " appointments. He has a right, we repeat ^t, >o ^? 
v/e believe to be decidedly wrong. his own judges We believe that clergymeil;w^^ 

3. insmuaiions, thrown before the •world in prmt, are abolitionists, claim this right for theixiselv^ff. 



ond iiahoaitntin(?ly »iso it ; nor arc wo yot convinocdl 
tlmt tlioy «vc not, rciulv u> ooncodo it, lo ollicrfi. Wo 
Iirivo l)':<.'a accufl»otnou to roml nnii-sluviTy nnticca 
in. our oton, }Uill>its ; mi\ ehall continue to rlo Go, 
wlioti wo think it aclvisable, (wd (nihf then. Wliilc 
wo Uopo to lie j'ovorncd py (.hrialiim principles in 
this, and nli other lliin(,[9, wo bIiuH pay no lOg&rtl 
^0 tlio autlioritiUivo niantlnteri of men. 

We rogrct exceedingly v.lic iippnront tone of (/c- 
inandy wiljn whicli llio J>il>erutor lins nrgod tlic rend- 
ing ol'anti-siavory nonces. There iirc other V/nya 
by which infonmUinn cnn he connnunicaied, vvliich, 
to 8ny tho least, nio quite as orderly and decent as 
thoae that mo freqitontly resorted to by certain in- 
dividuals. Wo do not wish, therefore, to ho idonii- 
fiod with those who have mined an ouicry ngnin.st 
soitio clergymen, because they decline rendinp no- 
tices of ftnli-alavery nicotinga. Wc should indeed 
rejoice, if these brethren folt it to be their duty to 
do tivorylhing in their power to help, forward iho 
oaa«« of irnmcdinto oniancipation. We believe it 
to bo IX cause founded in righteousness and trntl;,, 
Bind we Siiy, with our whole hoartB, God speed it 
to its full consnmmation. But we wish to see the 
cause rnovo onward by tho propelling force of truth 
and drgumpnt, and not by a spirit of dominoering. 
We are opposed to the pxess-gang Bystem of doing- 
things na much as we are lo the gog-law. We 
mnh simply to pour light on the understanding, 
and love into the hearta of men, and ih this way to 
inovo them to exert their influence in behalf of op- 
pressed humanity. We should be exceedingly un- 
williftg' to employ slave-labor in carrying forward 
tho work of emancipation ; and hence do not wish 
to Bee thoae who are not yet ready to lend us their 
siA ssourffed andlashed up to tho work. A pouring 
forth of light, with the meekness of Christ and the 
patience of hope, w ill, in our humble opinion, do the 
work much better and with far greater despatch, 
than any measures which look like an attempt to 
coerce. ' i 

•) The above remarks apply more particularly to 
the conduct of ministers, tokile exercising their rights 
in. their own pulpits. But what course ought an 
sbolilionist to pursue, ivhen in tlie puipit of 
his brother cloroymna? When it is known to iiim 
that that brother whose pulpit he occupies does not 
road anti-siavery notices himself, nor wish them to 
he read by 'others, should he pay no regard to his 
rights ? It may be said, that such & brother pays 
no regard to our rights. It may be said that, ' lib 
assumes the aulhoriiy, when in the pulpit of an ab- 
olitionist, to throw away anti-slavery notices, al- 
though he is aware that it is the niinister's wish 
that they should be read.' True : but this does not 
touch the queation. Is it right for one minister of 
the gospel to go into another's pulpit, and there 
tfike the liberty to do what he knows the presiding 
pastor disapproves ? We say, No. ' But,' it nv.yy 
be. objected, ' what if a layge portion of the conjjrc- 
gation are abolitionists ?' It maUcrs not. There 
is a proper way of dealing with a pastor, with 
whose course the people are dissatisfied ; but so 
Icng as lie rdtiins his q^ce, it is not for another 
Clergywmn to trample upon the rights appertaining 
to that office, ff^c shall read no notices whatever 
irt- a li'othefs pulpit agamst fti'j will. In our own 
^esks,.\vd shal! consult our own judgment. 
' 4. We love, the causp of pl.reifrn nnd Hnm<? 
M^Hsions;. we love the Tract and Bi!i!o niMi 'Edu- 
cation Societies ; and u e love thorn none thp lees, 
feecaijpe ^tir feeliDgs are inters 'It:' for our breth- 



ren in bondage. Thoso objects of bonevolenoo 
liavn our liveliest eyinpnthicB, our earnest prnyors, 
nnd our ready contrihiiti(m«. We wifjii to iseo nil 
theB.e tilings done, iind the work of emuncipution 
not IcO undone. In Iruih, one of the greatest of 
nil rcnuouB why wc wiwh the ininiedinto abolition of 
Hlnvery io, that we regcrd it as one of the rno«l di- 
iTcct nnd prrNvcri'ul hindrancos lo the adviuiceuiont 
oflho Redeenicr'K kingdom. Ilia kingdom we love ; 
nnd becauHi! wi^ Ix.'lievw ihpl theno leveral jiHuucia- 
tioUR contribute to its incrcuKe nnd pro&pority, wo 
.cannot t;ympnlhiv,o with iIiuko who would withhohl 
their prnyorp and aid from iliom. that they may be- 
stow nil upon the tfpccific object of cnianoipation. 
We wiph to see the hearts of ChrietinuB suHiciently 
large to embrace nil these objects together. They 
nil aim at one nnd (he Hnine grcnt and gloiious le- 
sult — the universal triumph of Christ. We wish to 
&ec the bnrk of salvation speed onward, and would 
therefore throw slavery into the sen as n tremen- 
dous niasp, greatly hindering ivH progress; but wo 
have no idea of striking sail and lying by, our can- 
vass shivering in the wind, while we accomplish 
Ibis work; in that case, it must be a late day be- 
fore we could hope to see the end of the voyage. 
But because our hark sinks deep, wc would cull on 
all, while she is under way, laboring onward through 
the waves, to lend a hand, that wo may lighten her 
us soon as possible, and increase the rate of her 
procrees towards the long desired h&ven. 

We vf'iBh to say, therefore, that for the full, 
faithful, fearless, and uncompromising declaration 
of the truth, and the whole truth, on the subject of 
slavery, we are always ready. 'iVe are willing to 
identify ourselves with the cause of tlio oppressed, 
and to do for them as we, in like circumstances, 
shouid wish men to do for us. But as to this at 
tack on, individual character,. this denunciatiou, in- 
sinuation, &.C,, — this toncof demand upon others 
to surrender up their rights~;his abandonment of 
highly important objects— we say unhesitatingly 
decidedly, that we wholly disapprove of such 
measures, and must forever disapprove of them., 

5. Our feelings are often exceedingly pained by 
the afrase which is heaped upon ministers of the 
gospel, and other excellent Christians, who do not 
feel prepared to' enter fully into the efforts of -anti- 
slavery societies. It is not long since we were all 
slurnbering together over this subject. Though 
abolitioniiits feel confident that they have taken the 
right ground, and that those who do not stand with 
them are in the wrong* it certainly does not become 
them to'cnll men of acknowledged piety and great 
vi'orth of character, hypocrites, and knaves, because 
they do not just now see eye to eye with those who 
have had most to do in the cauee of anti-slavery. 
The time is very fully in our recollection, when we 
were not abolitionists ; nor are we conscious that 
loe were then either hypocrites or knaves. We 
have no sympaUni with those who make such indis" 
criminate ut;e of these epithets. We condemn 
their conduct. These things injustice %o indi- 
viduals and are great hindrnvtces to our ivork. 

These, and things of like ^■'ature, pycventmany 
worthy men from appearing ir favor qf immediate 
emancipation, ff^c know thia to he a fad. Men 
who have a quick sense of propriety, are not willing 
to be identified with such movements. Their 
hearts bleed for the oppressed; but they are beat- 
en off from active exertion in their behalf by these 
unjustifiable measures. They suppose that the 
great body of abolitionists approve of these things, 



bccauiic ihal suffer ihcin in silence. It is more- 
over to bn i'oarod, llint iinloes' a dilForont coiKfio ia 
pur;<un(l., nvmy wlio, in lii»<*'-" pasi;, iiavo labored 
much ia t.lii:i ciiiJ30, will willnliMW iu ilot^pmr, »iid 
wcej) ill flocrcl, places. 

(Siijned) CifAHMCB Frrt ii, Jioslon. 

7")\vif> SA.^•Fot.l), Dorclunlcr. 

VVflr. M. Cdkneij., Qifmcy. 

JoNAti I'r.iuu^H, fFf.ymulh. 

.Tort. JI. Towm:, Boston, 



llEPLY TO Mil. FITCH AND OTIIEUS. 

To lite Edilor q/'lhc Spcdalor: 

Your last puper coiitniiis a most extraordinary 
article, mi^ncA by Rov. Cliarles Filch, and four otii- 
crrcputcd Anti-SIavory niinislcrH, wliich it bocoinos 
our d^.ty, as editor pro tern, of tiio Liberator, to no- 
tice. Wc i)hall corifiivi what wo havo to say chiefly 
lo the matters of Oicc involvi'd in iho ctiHo, as we 
understand ri further reply wil! bo made to t,ho arti- 
cle in question by another individual in your no.'ct 
paper. 

in the first place, wc cannot forbear lo oxpresa 
our astonishment that thcao ministers, who have 
taken upon thomsclvca the task of correcting tlie 
faults of the Liberator, did not send their commu- 
nication to tiio coluains of that paper. The Liber- 
ator has always been open to a" '^etiier friends or 
enemies, who wished Lo c . its course. 

Not one of the signers oft' 'e 'imated 

to us, or to any other indiviilui the 
paper, that he was dissatisfied t« lich 
has been published in its coluniiip. '.Vas it iheis 
either magnanimous or honorable in Iheao professed 
friends of the Anti-Slavery cause to attack the Lib- 
erator in the columns of another paper If men set 
themselves up as censorfe of the press, they surely 
ought not to transgress the laws of common civility, 
to say nothing of that courtesy which is due to 
friends laboring in the same cause. Did these gen- 
tlemen doubt the readiness of the editor of the Lib- 
erator lo correct any erroneous statements which 
he had made? Was it their object to defend Messrs 
White and Blagden? The defence surely ought to 
have been made through the same paper which had 
injured them. Perhaps they were fearful that their 
manifesto, if s&nt to the Liberator, might be accom- 
panied with sorae coraments to neutralize the effect 
Tjrijieh it was intended to have in certain quarters. 
Be that as it may, their course is unworthy of their 
character as ministers, and a sad commentary upon 
their high professions of regard for the reputation 
of their brethren, 

But we proceed to notice the allegations and in- 
sinuations contained in their communication. 

1. The case of Mr. WhiU. What authority had 
Mr. Fitch and his associates for saying that neither 
Hirao nor pains [had] been taken to ascertain the 
truth in relation to him ? ' Did either of them tako 
• time or poins' to learn theauthority on whichjre 



called him a elavoholdor ? If Mr. I^itoU 01' Uu 
Towno hail spont but a small fraction of the timo 
employed by thnm in n jntun'-y to Weym'nitth to 
got iM.r. I'orlutiH'.si|,n);ilnro lothis H».rnn/;e miviufe-iio, 
in m;ikiua[ inquiries iit the proper source, they mi{f|)t 
have lonrncd that our Htatcmonl, so far from hnving 
been 'hastily' inadij, was not publiBhed without 
extensive and careful inquiry. Wo wcro firat in- 
formed by an opponent of Iho Anti-S!iivery ctfiuno 
that Mr. White was an cxicnsive nlavoholdor, and 
that ho had preached in Park-atnM!t and liowdoin- 
streut churches. We made n memorandum of tiio 
Btalcment, wit!) the intention to publisii it, if, on in- 
quiry, wo sluiuld find it to bo correct. Wo then 
took both 'time and paino ' to inquire of ut k'UKt 
eight or Ion individuals, and from every one wc re- 
ceived the ttssuranco that ho was? a Hluvoholdor. 
Several oftheeo individuals wero men who, wo sup- 
posed, would be very likely to know the truth in iho 
case. It was not without what wo considered tho 
best authority that could be obtained, short of le- 
gal rvidence, that wo made iho statement. And 
what is the authority on which M*. Fitch and hia 
associates have contradicted our etalement? Have 
they taken ' time and pains' to ascertain tho truth ? 
' We bdievi'.,'' say they, 'that Rev. Mr. White is not 
and never has been a slaveholder.' Wc believe ho 
has been and atill is a slaveholder, to all ictcnts and 
purposes. Wo have been informed on authority 
which will bo satisfactory to us until Mr. White him- 
self publicly denied the troth of the statement, that 
ever since his marriage, he has had in hia posses*- 
eion one or more slaves. That his futher-in-law 
ever executed deeds of conveyance to him of a 
slave or slaves, we do not say, but that he has had 
one or niore in his possession, and entirely under 
his control, and that they have been regarded by 
himself and his relations as virtually his, we have 
no dofibt. We have conversed within ». few days 
with a worthy clergyman of this Stale, who is inti- 
mately acquainted with Mr. While, and who 8.iys 
that he has always understood him to be u slave- 
holder. We have also been informed by a highly 
respectable citizen of Randolph, Mr. White's na- 
tive town, that the people of that place, both friends 
and opponents, have always supposeu that he ivas a 
slaveholder. We understand, also, on what we 
shall consider satisfactory evidence till Mr. White 
himself denies it, that the people of his parish have 
given hirn a quantity of land which is cultivated by 
SLAVEt3j and that he is supported in part by tho 
proceeds of their unrequited toil. The statement 
that he is a slaveholder, moreover, is- not by any 
means new. We are rnformed that he has beea 
spoken of as such repeatedly in the nswspapeis 
within a few years, and we are not aware that the 
statement has been contradicted by himself or hia 
friends. Whether his conduct in the General As- 
eemblv of the Presbyterian Church affords evidence 
l^t he is a glaygh9iaer,Iet the MQWiog extmct 



froinopoof hifj bpecchco mado at tlio Inst meeting 
of tl>Rt body el/ow j 

« tif Iho Go<icr(iI AosemWy Imvo a r'mhi to nsa-mo 
tho powors MSflortod intho rosoluljona noxv on tho 
table, tlioy inr,y my that my Probbytcry Bhnll not 
^joldfllavcfl. Let tljcm do that, sir, and tbcir au- 
iliority 1*iU bo diivrcgardcd. Yoe, sir, lot. - thorn <lo 
jV,--ttnd, my woi d for it, Ihoy will lind thoy hiivo 
.pREsBVwniAro to doai with. NorBir~mV ^ res- 
bytory will NEVER-no, NEVER GIVE UP 
iWli RIGHT TO HOLD SLAVES to thin 
Aflu^mbly nor to any other Assembly than the 
' (jiouotal Aasombly of tho First Born in Hoavon.' 

Tho pbi'soh wild littcrod thia bltiBpliomous speech 
is edmitied to tho Orthodox pulpits in Boston, and 
tli&Rev.Mr. Fitch and \m asBCciates (profeflsed 
abolitioniata !) woula havo ua conaidor hirn an abus- 
ed . man, becauso ho has been rcprcsentod to bo a 

Blavoholder- ! 

But tho fli^norsi of tho ' Appeal' complain of the 
manner in v/hMi Mr. White's name wag dragged 
into tho columns of tho Liberator. It wfts, say 
they, ♦aTmost/erot'tous.' Those who are acquaint- 
odwitH to' wri^^^ Rev. Mr. Fitch will bo 
flothowhat surprised at' such a charge from such a 
Bouvce. No toah has heen more ' unsparing* in tho 
appfeatibni 6? 'hard language' to Bkveholders than 
he. What were the terms in which we spoke of 
Mr. White, and wlhich Mr- Fitch and his friends 
consider 'almost ferocious?^ We called him a' 
*raan-stealer,' a ' man-thitifj' and • a robber of God's 
perishing poor.' Is it necessary for us to show that 
these terms ere legitiraateiy applied to slave- 
holders?' We are justified in their use by these 
irieh iheinselves in the very document now under 
review; ifor they tell us that they regard slavery, 
* under ciircumstarices and &tall times,' as an 
*tmquitou3 system of Jobbery.' If slaveholding 
is in all cases ROBBERY, it strikes' us as a very 
obvious infeVehce that every slaveholder, whether 
he be ah infidel or a rninisterj is a robber. Per- 
haps the signers of the 'Appeal' can show us that 
this character of an action depends upon the profes- 
sion ox 0^(5 \vhich the irian holds that performs it. 
Are the 'doctrines bf the ' American Union* getting 
into vogue aniohg aholitidnists ? 

2. The case of 'Mr. Blagdcn. How did the sign- . 
ers of the ' Appeal' ifcrtou) that we had no better 
ground for asking whether he was a slaveholder 
than a mere ' guess V And if they did not know, 
■what right had they to make such an ' insinuation ?' 
Tfeoy tell U3 that'insinuation is the meanest and vilest 
' form of Jj/in^.' We will apt 'trust oilrselves to speak' 
either of the ferocity or '^h^'drgnity of the insinua-; 
tion conveyed lis this assertion ; but we ask them 
to apply the aenliment to their own conduct in this 
case. They 'insinuate' that it was nothing snore 
than Bomebody's * guess' that led as to ask whether 
Mfi B. was a slaveholder. We ask sgain. How did 
they know this ? How did Messrs. Fitch and Towne 
Jsnow it, whcia they had taken 'neither time nor 



paiuB* to iiupiii'o ol' us ? And how liid j\i-,;niVK). tiuu- 
ford, Cornell and Pcrlcins know it, living na ihcy do 
out of the city, and having ncvoi- had nny conirnu^ 
nicntion with ua on tho subject? And if ihcy did 
not know it, how comu they to state it in what 
they themselves pronounco ' the n'oaneot nnd vilest 
for.'n of lying ?' We hereby inforr.i them that it was 
nobody's 'guoas' that led uslo aal; tho question ro- 
fonod to. Wo nskcd it because many individuals, 
from various circumstancoB, fully believed that Mr. 
B. was a slaveholder. Tho rumor had boon cur- 
rent in various quaitcrs for n period of inoro than 
six months. Was it not proper in such ch cumstan- 
cca to put the question, nnd call upon Mr. B. to 
contradict the rumor, if unfounded? But it was 
' an attempt to destroy hia reputation hy falsehood .'' 
A very gontlo charge, truly, and cxprossed too in 
very modest anu dignified terms! Hoiv Mr. Blag- 
dcn can have any reason to complain of tho question 
OS an attack upon his reputation, we are at a loss to 
discover, since ho maintains that slaveholding is 
reputable and perfectly consistent, in some cases, 
with Christian character. But, say the signers of 
the 'Appeal,' a man ' may select the purest being 
on earth as his victim, and suppose and guess that 
he is a thief or an adulterer,' &c. Suppose ' the 
purest being on er-rth' was known to advocate the 
doctrine, that in certain circumstances it was right 
to steal and commit adultery, what then ? Would 
he have a right to complain if people suspected him 
to be guilty of carrying his own principles into 
practice? If Mr. Blagdeu is honest in his belief 
that slaveholding for 'good motivesVis rrg-ft^, and 
consistent with Christian character, why should he 
complain of our question ? Wo believe that the 
circumstances were such as fully to justify our 
course, and we are not yet satisfied that Mr. B. is 
not what rumor says he is, a slaveholder. That 
vrq have been disposed to do him full justice, the 
article in the last Liberator under the head ' Rumor 
Contradicted,' wliich was written and published he- 
fore we saw or heard of the ' Appeal,' will conclu- 
sively show. 

3. J^tolices. The signers of the ' Appeal,' com- 
plain of ' the apparent tone of demand, with which 
the Liberator has urged the reading of anti-slavery 
notices.' If they had fjuoted the /an/fHag-c of the 
Libenattor," the readers of the Spectator, would 
havo had tho means of judging of its propriety or 
impropriety for themselves. The complaint rests 
upon .nothing but mere assertion. We have no re- 
colfection of having demandedihe reading of anti- 
p!avery notices, and nfo think Mr. Fitch and his 
friends will not be able to point out any part of our 
language which will bear such a construction. To 
all that the signers of the 'Appeal' have said cf tho 
■ii^hi of ministers to read notices or to refuse to 
read them, we fully subscribe. But is their con- 
duct therefore an ireproper subject of comment? 
May we not form and express an opinion concern- 



iiifl- It, ? You liiwo a rigid lo yivo or williliold tlio 
mort'ol of hrtmH 'M\o'Mi\ by a huiigry man r.t > jur 
door. IJiU Hi]ppo30 you withhold it, uinlar cirormi- 
Btniicoa which niako it inaaifoat to 0'\jiy uody thftt. 
you arc a hard-hcartod man? Wil' your rifht to 
do' 08 you pleaso prohibit yournciEljbi.r3 from form- 
ing and cxprcsflinff an opinion of your conduct? 
Ministers Imvo indeed thon/f/tt to do as they pieaeo; 
and so havo editors. What then is our offence? 
Wiiy, wo have oxproaacd on opinion, honestly on- 
lortainod, that tlioso ministers who refuse to read 
notices of moetinga Avhcn their brethren oro to ns- 
fjoniblc to pray for the slave and dcviso moai-iurca 
for his emancipation, l)otrny a criminal want of sym- 
pathy for those in bonde, and exhibit a spirit which 
is not only inconsistent with tho duties of their 
station, but unworthy the character of high minded 
and honorable men. If they w ere possessed of or- 
dinary magnanimity, and were not actuated by tho 
most bitter hostility to the cause of emancipation, 
tlicy would never refuse to read such notices. 
They would say, 'This is an important subject— it 
ought to be discussed-~and although wo do not ap- 
prove of all the measures of our brethren, wo will 
not refuse to do an act of hindnsss for them which 
is demanded by ihc rules of common civility and 
courtesy.' Where is the abolitionist that would re- 
fpse to read a notice of a colonization meeting ? 
If there is such an one, he is unworthy to bear tho 
name; and if he can be pointed o'-.t to ua, we prom- 
ise to administer reproof as plainly to him as wo 
have done to any of our opponents. We repeat, 
tbut we fully concede to ministers the right to act 
as foolishly and wickedly in relation to this matter 
as they please; but we wish thorn to understand 
that we shall always claim the right to express free- 
ly our opinion of their conduct. Mr. Fitch and his 
associates have a right, when they go into the pul- 
pits of pro-slavery ministers, to turn their backs 
upon the slave— to give up their own professed 
principles and act for the time being upon those of 
their opponmts — if Ihey please ; but we shall not 
shrink from expressmg our opinion that In so doing 
they show themselves recreant to the principles of 
Abolitionism and the claims of suffering huK-anity, 
and make it manifest that the ties which bind them 
to their pro-slavery brethren in the ministry afe 
stronger than those which bind them to the slave. 
They ought to say, 'If we cannot preach in tho pul- 
pits of our brethren without descending to the pal- 
try measure of refusing to read notices of Anti- 
Slavery meetings, we scorn to enter them.' Such a 
course would ensure tho approbation of high-mind- 
ed and honorable men every where. Their pro-sla- 
very brethren would respect them for their firm ad- 
herence to principle, while they would not fail to 
despise their subserviency in pursuing the opposite 
course. 

We leave the other parts of this stange manitfes- 
to, which will no doubt furnish an occasion of joy in 



tho oppononta of Abolitionism ovory whoro, while 
it cannot fail to gricvo ovory true friend of our 
righteous coueo, lo bo answered ut anotnor timo 
u.id by another individual, v/ho is bettor <iunlifiod 
than ottrsiolvos to do juistico to tho Bubjcct. Wo 
havo spoken, aa it waa our duty to do, in aclf-dcfonco. 
Wo regret that our brethren have placed thom- 
sclvos in such on nttitudo bofbro tho puhlio. Tiioy 
cannot fail to sco that they havo inflicted a doop 
■wound upon the caucc which thoy profess :',o love . 

EUITOR I'UO TKM. OP TIIK LinKnAI'DRt 



A LAYMAN'S BEPLY TO A 'CLBBICAI. 
AFPEAL.' 

For a fow wooko past, I huvo boon rosidins; in 
Connecticut, and shall not probably return to Bos* 
ton before tho 9(?d of August. On leaving tho 
city, I committed tho supervision of the Liberator 
to a friend, in whose judgment, editorial tact, rmd 
ubilily, I placed great confidence. Ho lias dis- 
charged his trust in a manner very satisfactory to 
me. Some paragraphs, however, which ho has 
written, have been the ostensible and immediato 
cause of eliciting as extraordinary a philippic as tho 
anti-slavery controversy has yet brought forth on 
either side of tho queation. It is extraordinary on 
the score of egotism ; extraordinary as to the time 
and manner of its publication; extraordinary as to 
the character of its attack ; extraordinary as ra- 
spects the objects of its defence ; extraordino.ry 
for its inconsistency , extraordinary for its misrep- 
resentation ; extraordinary as a»; apology for those 
who either vigorously assail or give nocountenr.nce 
to the abolition cause ; extraordinary as a ' clerical' 
bull. . It appears in the shape of ' An Appeal of 
Clerical Abolitionists on Anti-Slavery Measures,' 
in the New-Englana Spectator of August 9, and is 
inserted in last week's Liberator. Its objurgations 
are vehement and emphatic, and bestowed particu- 
larly upon this paper, that is, upon my own head — 
though one of my friends has furnished the. occa- 
sion for the emptying of this vial of * clerical' dis- 
plea.^are. It complains, first, that the Liberator 
has been guilty of * hasty, unsparing, and almost 
ferocious denunciation' of a southern clergyman ; 
secondly, of publishing ' wicked and base insinua- 
tions, the meanest and vilest lorm of lying,' against 
a * clerical' associate in Boston ; thirdly, of attempt- 
ing to destroy a man's reputation by falsehood ;' 
and fourthly, of authoratively demanding' the read-, 
ing of anti-slavery notices froni the pulpits. There 
are two other charges, one of which I presume is 
intended to be applied to anti-slavery publications 
generally, viz. ' heaping ahitse upon ministers of 
the gospel, and other excellent Christians, who do 
not feel prepared to enter fully [ i. e. not at all] 
into the efforts of anti-slavery societies :' the other, 
is obviously meant as a thrust nt the abolitionists 
as a body, viz. regarding all other benevolent and 



rolij^-ioua ontoriiriscH, oxco|)t(Jmt ol aboliliou, tin du- inoiiL, or ropicuouHiblo m laiij^uan'o. (iu,\x: a uiio' 
nerving' liulo or no countoiianco iit th (3 present take, Those (rcntlomon—' olorical' UiourIj thoy bo 
timo. —aro not Iho giania of tlioir race, thoiigli ilioy nro 
' 1. This ' Appeal' is oxtraordinnry on vhc 6coi'o pf of rospootfiblo (limonsiotia. Thoy docltuo tluit tl.oy 
ogotimvi. ' , . aro 'known in public'— but tbey nro not so loll, 
' It Ib signed by five indlvidimlB in All, only two of "nd by no monna so conspicuousi, na thoy scorn lo 
Avhoranro in«identally Itnowu abrond, aslho ndvo- flatter thoinsclvcs. Their clerical 'i/?«c t/iri/, Ihoir 
cntca of irnmodiato omuDcipiitlou. Mr. Fitch, since professional praiso or censure, ia not of national 
he ^VQnt to Boston, has oomowhat Bignalized him- ^^onsoquenco, even though thoy aond it fortli upon 
BolFin the cause by his 'hard luili,n;aago,' ' unspav- winfjf) of the prosBj, with tlioir nairios duly sign- 
ing donuiVciivtiong,' and personal 'insinuations' — so «<i the bottom. Nor ia it of any moment in the 
that, in listening to him, it hm Heotnod to mo tlmtl «yoB of t!»o irrevant writer of these nniinadvcrsions. 
iiQvo not yot begun to give moat for men, but only Moat certainly, I regret that they have been dia- 
milk fulr mcw-botn baboo. Indeed, his opposition lo lurbed in their equanimity by the tone and spirit of 
Bl.aycry, aiul to those who are for letting that iiorrid the Liberator; but I will venture lo assure them 
Bystem alone, has been suirprisingly ranipani~as I that no equitable mind will hold th^m responsible for 
shall' have occasion to nhow. I begin to fear that that tone or spirit. The responsibility is mine alone, 
tho tremendous oincrgy which he has lianifestod I cheerfully a»?mit their right, and trust they will 
•ivill prove lo have been merely spasmodic. Mr. use it freely, to criticise, rebuke, instruct, rfcnoimcc 
Toiyno, a few Weeks before ho was settled in Bog- me and the pupcr whicii I edit, in public or in pri- 
ton', locturod in EssGK County as an anti-^lnvory vale, in a • clerical' or lay capacity, as they shall 
agent ; lint ninco that timo ho has kept himself al- think proper. In this instance, tl\oy have used se - 
most wholly aloof from our moetinga, and from in~ vcre terms of condemnation : of these I do not com- 
tcrco;ir.Je with abolitionists., I have understood P'iain. If they are merited, they ought not to be 
that be was in Boston at the annual meeting of the softoncd ; if unjust, tiiey will do me no permo.nent 
Miissachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in January injury— -thougli they will doubtless inflict a deep 
last, and during the week when the Nev/-England wound upon the abolition enterprise by the eager- 
(Jonyontton was in session ; but though more than ness with which they" will be circulated by the en- 
O '.lo7-an public meetings were hold at those highly c»ny. . How they happen to be precisely those 
interesting periods, he was not prbsent at any of which the worst foes of our cause have uniformly 
them— at least, I could not learn thai he was presr preferred, as reasons for withholding their sur.port 
ent,on strict enquiry. Avoidance like this does from that cause, these 'clerical abolitionists' will 
not evince. avery lively interest in behalf of the do well to consid'=!r. 

perishing and the diimb. He has also given some 2. This ' Appeal' is extraordinary as to the linn 

private evidence that he has somewhat departed and mode of its publication. 

from his first love, and that ho means to rank him- ' ~ The fime selected is during ray absence both 

self among the 'jwise' and 'prudent.' MrSanford: from the state and the editorial chair. True, its 

of Dorchester, and Mr. Perkma of Weymouth, are authors weie not obligated to wait until my return : 

vpry good pxen, but cautious, moderate, timid. Mr. but wliy in such hot haste to" bear their testimony 

OorneU's name is new to me, and what he has done against a single letter of the alphabet of transgres- 

to.advance the 'au!5C of r^bleeding humanity, I have sions, of which the Liberator is reputedly guil- 

yet to learn. Me may have done much, nevefthe- ty ? Why not wait, at least, to know whether the 

less. How many of these individuals do now re- 'almost ferocious denunciation' of the 'B,ev. Mr. 

ceivcj ot have at^ny timo taken the Liberator as White,' and the 'wicked and base insinuation' 

sub3cfiber£),i3 batter known to the proprietor than to . against the ' Rev. Mr. Blagden,' v,'ould be endors- 

myself > noV is it of the slightest importance, ex- cd or reprobated by the absent editor ? But — not 

cept as they have volunteered;. to stamp the brand These 'clerical' reprovers were impelled by a zeal 

of Gondamnatiotr upon this paper and its editor, which they could not controL They were resolv- 

NoWj.from the earnestness and gravity which they ed to strike, but would not stop to hear. To rebuke 

exhibit! in their 'Appeal,' a stranger, ignorant of sinners is their vocation. They belong to a class 

the. facts in the case, ,would necessarily suppose which has been wont to speak in oracular tones, as 

that the Atlantcan burden, of abolitionism rests itwere immediately from heaven, and men have 

mainly upon their Bhoulders ; that they are the very not dareiJ to doubt its inspiration ; but the infallifail- 

pillars of the Templitt of Emancipation;; that a vast ity of tla clergy, alas ! is beginning to be stoutly 

amount of rasponsibility is rolled upon their hands ; f'<!niri<l ard profanely ridiculed along with' that of 

that ihey ars the lawful (not self-elected) censors his Holiness the Pope. Doubtless there are somo 

of anti-slavery publications in general, and the Li.'ii i latent reasons why this anomalous ' Appeal' has 

ei-ator in particular~-so that thoy justly incur blame, been put forth at the present time. What ' private 

aitd auger In their character, whenever a paragraph grie authors have to -indulge, 1 know not. 

happens to, be faulty ia stylo, or erroneous in state-/ The.attack is truly portentous— it is indeed express- 



]y .s)|;iiilicaiil, n iioL lo liio utulcn-ilinuiing ol oilicrf, 
at lenst to my own— -it comes in a * clerical' nlmpo ! 
Nor is tlic mode of y)ublicfttion Icaa AVoUliy- of no* 
lico. Why wiia tliis 'Appeal' ecnt, to tlio Now 
Knglttiid Speclntof, rather than to tlio Liberator ? 
Wnfl, niich n courflo manly or ingcnuoua? The 
profcroncc waa nnrcnsonablc : it Bccms to mo an 
jinpcachinont of my willinfrncss to give it publicity 
— an inipoachmcnt for more oiToiisivo to mo thou 
llie 'Appeal' itself. What did tho rondora of the 
Spectator know of tho alleged bnsonesa and false- 
hood of the Liberator, in tho cases referred to by 
tliese five ' clerical abolitionista? They could not 
have read the nbnoxioufi articles, as they were not 
copied into tho Spectator. Tho injury (if any) waa 
done in tlio columns of this paper: why, then, did 
not these generous volunteore in behalf of tho en- 
emies of tlicir own most righteous cause, seek re- 
dress llirough liie same medium? When hnvo I 
refused to let friend or foo castigate mc, to hia 
heart's content, in tho Liberator ? 

3. This 'Appeal' is extraordinary as to the char- 
acter of its attack, 

It comes from professed abolitionists — from those 
who think their abolition orthodoxy cannotbe doubt- 
ed. Omitting a very few words in it, it is precise- 
ly such a homily, in its extenuation, its perversc- 
ncsg, its sophistry, its denunciation, aa Joseph 
Tracy and l/rotiier, Asa Cummings, Leonard Bacon 
and Wilbcv Fisk, {the number five is comploie,) 
could and will unquestionably adopt with shouts of 
exultation. It is pregnant with the same dolorous 
cant which has so long characterised the Boston 
Recorder, Christian Mirror, Vermont Chronicle, 
&c. &c. about 'base thrusts at a man's reputa- 
tion ;' about 'hasty, unsparing, and almost ferocious 
denunciation ;' about' wicked and base ineinuationsj' 
about ' casting around fire-brands, arrows and death;' 
about 'the right of every minister to be his own 
judge' as to his duty to read anti-slavery notices ; 
about ' their ignorance' of * any obligation resting on 
any minister of the gospel to make himself a town- 
crier, or his pulpit a vehicle for public information ;' 
about * a spirit of domineering;' about * the press- 
gang system of doing things ;' about ' an unwiUiug- 
nnss fo employ slave-labor in carrying forward the 
work of emancipation ;' about ' scourging and lash- 
ing men up to the work ;' about ' attempts to coerce ;' 
. about the folly of ' striking sail, and lying by, our 
canvass shivering in the wind, while we accomplish 
this work v' ^bout ' this attack on individual charac- 
ter, this denunciation, insinuation, &c. — this tone 
of demand upon others to surrender up their rights 
— this abandonment of highly important objects ;' 
about 'wholly disapproving such measures, nQwvmd 
forever ;' abcMt the aluse which is heaped upon 
ministers of ihe gospel, and other esrcellent Chris- 
tians, who do not fee] prepared to enter fully into 
the effoits of anti-slavery societies:/ about 'calling 
men of acknowledged piety and great worth of 



clmiacior liypocnlcfc, ■ unU JuiavuH, bcciuitio tiicy do 
not. just now hoc eye to eye with thono who Imvo 
had most to do in the anli'sluvcry cnuso about 
' beating off thoRC, whoso henrta bleed for tho op- 
presQod, from active exertion in thoir behalf by 
these unju8tillnblo measures ;' about ' tho piopcll- 
ing forco , of truth and nrguniont ;' about ' pouring 
light on tho understanding, and lovo into the heurla 
of men, and in this way tc inovo them to exert 
their influence in behalf of oppressed huuinnily,* 
&c. &c. &c. All these arc merely tho stulo repc- 
titionfl of wliat has boon falsely iterated a thousand 
times over by pio slavory advocalca and mawkish 
npologietg of slaveholders over since my voice was 
first lillod up in the cause of my enslaved cjuntry- 
mon. Tijey haye not even the poor merit jf origi- 
nality — being most palpable plngfiu-isms from tho 
columns of all the colonization prossco in tho land. 
Every discriminating, 'dyed-in-lhc wool' abolition- 
ist will perceive, at a glance, timt they nro an em- 
bodiment of the most common, most flippant, most 
plausible objections to the anti-slavery cause, its ad- 
vocatCB and mcosnres, which Imvo been urged by 
tho rulers in church und state for tho last five year's. 
Indeed, so thickly interspersed are these chargea 
and 'insinuations' throughout this sacerdotal ' Ap- 
peal,' by the hands of these professed fellow-labor- 
ers, they at first appear like ingenious strokes of 
satire, intended for the backs of Messrs. Fisk, 
Stuart, Bacon, Tracy and Cumminffs, though seem- 
ingly applied with mock gravity lo * some lending 
abolitionists.' But they are not used sportively— 
they are seriously utterred, so that all the aspers- 
ions and' pleas of the pro-slavery fralcrnily just al- 
luded to are fully endorsed by ' several individuals,' 
i. e. five • clerical obolitlonislc,' * who are known,' 
or think they are known, ' in public and in private, 
as friends of the anti- slavery cause' !!— There is 
also a remarkable similarity in the hypothetical and 
guarded form of reasoning resorted to by thoso ten 
censors. The old foj'm tised to rim thi:£ I am 
as much opposed to slavery as you are . . . BUT 
•.' In the « Appeal,' it is as follows :— ' We re- 
gard slavety as a loud; cryinp*, and exceedingly ag- 
gravated sin : . . BDT — ■.. e are not a little grieved 
at some thirigs, wlixh we see in the movements of 
some leading abolititionists.' Again: ' Wc believe 
it to be a cause founded in righteousness and 
truth ;'.". EUT— we have no idea of strik- 
ing sail.' Again * We ai'o willing [what con- 
descension !] to identify ourselves with the cause 
of the oppressed . . . BUT— as lo this attack on 
individual character, this denunciation, insinuation, 
&c.* Finally : * Men* who have a quick sense of 
propriety, (!) arc not willirig to be 'identified with 

* Jesus Christ did so, and tiiereliy ^jave great offence 
to the chief priests aisd rulei s : — ' Wo unio you scribes 
and Pharisees, nvpocRiTrst for ye pay tillic of mint, 
and anise, and cummin, and havcoreillcd the Tveighlier 
matters ot thp law, judgment, mercy, and faith . . . Yo 
ser/jsn^s, ye generation of w/pcrs, how can j'e escape 
Ibe damnation of hell ?' 



6Uoh movomontg. Thoir lioarta bleed for tlKi op- 
presfled, (?) . . . BUT — Ihoy arv beaton off ftom 
KCtivo cxertvon in thoir belialf, [i. o. di»'.orrod from 
porforming tlio part of the good Samaritan, nnd 
pompollcd to act tho part of tho Pricat and Levito !] 
Jjy thoao unjuetifiablo moasuroB.' Is it pouoiblo 
that this ifl tho dialect of gcnuin? obolitionists ? 
W,hy» ovon auch papora m tho Boston Recorder 
mid Vermont Chronicle have moasurably diecardod 
it, and aro ulmoat asharr.P'l to uso it! Who, for 
oiio niotnont, can doubt that it will fall liko a strain 
of music upon tho cars of ' gentlemen of property 
and standing,* of tho advocates of lynch law, of 
southern tagltmastera ond their apologists, of a 
time-aervinjif prioBthood, of all that is corrupt, op- 
proBsivo and worthleas in the land ? What ja it, — 
at least, what will tho vile conetrue it to mean, but 
a new justification of mobocratic violence ? How 
can our modern • Bcribo3 and Pharisees, hypocrites,' 
regard it but aa an all-sufficient excuse for Btanding 
olbof from the. anti-aiavory cause, eulogiztd aa 
' men who have a quick sense of propriety'? Et 
(k, BruU! 

4. This * Appeal' is extraordinary ao respecte tho 
objflcJs of its defence. 

Its tenderness and charity toward Messra. White 
and Blagden, are wholly misplaced. The accnsod 
have made no public complaint of ill-treatment — 
nor, in view of the sentiments which they hold on 
the.Bubjfict of slavery, do I see how they can com- 
plain, either in public or private. They have appa- 
rently reg;irded the ' denunciations ' and «insmua- 
tions ' of the Liberator, either as too frivolous to 
require any refutation, «r too harmless to do them 
any injury. If they ore not disposed to stand up in 
self-defence, why should five ' clerical abolitionists' 
be so filled with rampant zeal in their favor? 
What right iiave these five to assume, that these 
two men feel that their characters have been wan- 
tonly assailed, when they preserve unbroken si- 
lence ? — or to predicate, upon this assumption, that; 
the editor of thO' Liberator has been guilt»',cf wilful 
defamnt'on? Th' r jealousy for the reputation of 
Messrs. White and Blagden is highly ludicrous, 
and Absurdly'; magnanimous. To say positively 
that Mr, White is a slaveholder, and ' to insimale 
such a thing, before the public,V respecting Mr, 
Blagden, ' while there is no proof of it, is a wicked, 
it is a base thrust at a man's reputation, — the mean- 
est and vilest form of lying.' Nay, 'we hardly 
dare trust ourselves to speak of this act of mon- 
strous in5i;;Hice ! '—I should laugh at^this excessive 
purterbatton, if I .could make myself merry with 
those who are in pain, whether it be self-inflicted 
or otherw ise. The crime alleged is, that a s pntbern 
clergyman, who lately preached in Parfc-atreft pul- 
pit, has been charged in the Liberator with being a 
slayeholder— and that the clergyman who officiates 
in the Old South Church has by 'tVsijjimfioji ' been 



acd od 01 111 J Hamo thing. Now, 13 thia to ' hold 
thor -ip to univoraal, abhorrence ? ' By no moans. 
None . ut ' fonatical abolitionists' belie vo that slave- 
holding is a crime in nil caBoa ond under all circum- 
Btancea whatsoever. Mr. Blagden holds and main- 
tains that, in itself considered, it is a relation sanc - 
tioned by God, supported by revelation, consistent 
with Christian character, and in many cases eignal- 
1 . philanthropic and praisoworlhy. As Mr. White 
.1 from the South, — his fathor-in-law boing ii elavo - 
holder,— 'I have no reason to suspect that his views 
differ from Mr. B's. respecting tho act of slavthold- 
ing. la it, then, ' an act of monstrous injustice,' ' a 
base thrust' at tho reputation of Mr. Blagden, to 
'insinuate' that ho practices what ho preaches? 
that ho sustains a relation which ho says is :'.givi 
ond laudable ? that he is doing the very thing 
which tho Bible approbates ? How absurd! Pro- 
fessor Stuart has publicly declared, that slavchold- 
ing and Christianity are in perfect agreement, 
♦ The relation of master and slave is not,' he says, 
' UB a matter of course, abrogated between all 
Christians. The abuse of it is tho essential and 
fundamental wrong. . , Paul sent Onesimus back to 
Philemon, with opology for running away, to 6c his 
servant [or, according to the Professor's translation, 
his SLAVE] /or life (.' / ) PauV's conduct and ad- 
vice are still safe guides. . . Tho relation of master 
and slave may exist, without violating the Christian 
faith (! !)' — Now, if I should publicly interrogate 
Prof. S. , whether he is a slaveholder, and ' insinu- 
ate' that he, is even upon hearsay evidence,and with- 
out taking any pains to ascertain the facts in the 
case, woultl he or his friends — above all, would abo- 
litionists be justified in raising a hue-and-cry against 
mo, that I am * attempting to destroy a man's repu-. 
tation by falsehood,' by 'the meanest and vilest 
form of lying !' and ' casting about firorbrands, ar- 
rows and death in sport ? ' Ridiculous! Yet, thia 
is 'the head and front of our offending' in tho 
present case. Let every tub stand on its own bot- 
tom. If a man declares that murder is no crime, and 
'quotes scripture for the deed,' I do him no wrong 
by ' insinuating ' that he may have committed or 
is prepared to commit murder.. True, if I should 
'insinuate' that Charles Pitch holds a human bei^g- 
in slavery,— -knowing as I do that he regards every 
slaveholder as a man-stealer, — I should basely tra- 
ducie hischaracter, hut only amoiig alolitionisls; but 
knowing that George W. Blagden maintains that 
slaveholdingis not a maltum in se, surely I may hon- 
estly inquire of him, * Thou that sayest, a man may 
be a slaveholder in accordanc 3 with the will of God. 
art ihou a slaveholder ? ' Nor will he be offended bv 
the inquiry, unless he is tormented by his • on - 
science, and is convinced that his is a doctrine of 
devils. May not Edward C. Delavan plainly ask a 
man, a clergyman if you please, whp ridicules and 
assails the cause of Temperance, and who declares 
that the Bible approves of the manufacture, sale 



and consumption of nrdontopirita, whotlior ho is not 
n distiller, rmn-3oUor, or moderate drinker ? And 
should lie put tlic quofltion, would it bo 'nn iicl of 
monstrous injuolictr,' ' a biiso thruot at r. man'a rcp- 
utmtion,' tiiut should excito tlio indigrnilion uad coll 
forth Iho rebuiro of at least five * clericft) ' toe-total- 
lora? Or should nn individual chcriah the bciliof 
that idolatry is not in itself sinful, but in many co- 
gob f,fl very commendable,— if he wero asked wheth- 
er ho koops my iningOB, would u bo fluch an out- 
rage upon propriety na imperiously to require a 
clerical disclaimer? it is ncedlass to multiply ill.uc- 
trations. But, in tho opinion of the authors of the 
' Appeal,' nothing is more deserving of reprobotion 
than to measure a mtin by liis own standard of rec- 
titude, or to • insinuoto * that ho allows in himself 
what he avors any Christian may do with impunity, 
nay, with divine approbation! It is now indisputa- 
ble, that the enomics of our cause can adduce one 
specimon of 'abolition fanaticism.' But abolitioniata 
will not hold themselves rcsponaiblo for such a 
piece of clerical' folly. 

Those gentlemen kindlyaccount for Mr. Blagden'a 
Bilenco — as follows : — • It may perhaps be said, Mmt 
'Mr. Blagden can easily deny it, if it be not true, and 
thus put the matter at once to rest.' He has doubt' 
less enough to do, without goirifc into a newspaper to 
repel mere inr Imialions.* How does it happen that 
these gentlei \en find so much more leisure timn 
himself, and are so deeply agitated when he is so 
tranquil, and are so ready to 'go into a newspaper' 
and regard ' mere insinuations,' as worthy their uni- 
ted abhorrence, and also of public condemnation ? 
Again, they say — 'The minister of the gospel, who 
should attempt, in this day, to wage a newspaper 
warfare with every insinuation that might chance to 
be thrown out against his character, would lind 
but little time for more important duties.' With 
what show of consistency, then, do they turn aside 
from their 'more important duties,' to meddle with 
that which, according to their own showing, is be- 
neath notice ? Have they yet to learn by experi- 
rience, that 'the better part of valor is discretion ? * 

Of Mr. White they say — 'The attempt to tarnish 
his character with the sin op slaveholding, when 
he has never been guilty of it, we believe to be de- 
cidedly wrong,' What will Mr. White's skvehold- 
ing church-members and parishioners yay of euch 
a vindication 62/ men? Will it gladden their 
hearte, or elevate him in their estimation? Is Mr. 
White himself pleased with this defence? Does 
he like the charitable 'insinuation' on the part of 
his abolition witnesses, that if he were a slavehold- 
er, he would be too vile a character to be received 
into christian fellowship — no better, in fact, than a 
murderer or man>stealer ? Verily, in this particu- 
lar, he may properly quote tho Spanish proverb 
' Save me from my friends, and I will take care of 
my enemies ! ' Jfe does not believe that slaveholding 

::.2„„„:, , 



is a fain, in all cnson. Undoubtedly, in his opinion, 
'clerical' skvo-maalora arc tho best of til. 
. 5. This ' Appeal' ifl oxtraordiiuiry for its incon- 
sisteucy. 

Tliis charge has already boon suffiuioutly proved. 
What can be moro inconsistent thp.n for abolition- 
i?,t9 to take tho weapons of tlioir onomios, in ordor 
to inflict mortal wounds upon each other? Whut 
greater inconsistency, than in ono breath to mako 
flar.iing professions of attachment to the -inti-slave- 
ry cause — and in tho noxt, to retail and ondorao all 
the Hleroolypod slanders of tiio onomios of that 
cause ? Is it consistent for profesBcdly humano 
men to justify tho obdurate conduct of tho I-rieat 
and Lovito ? Can the gcnuino friends of tho down- 
trodd<;n alavo consistently oxcuso tho behavior of 
those clergymen who contemn all anli-slavoiy 
meetings, and pcralot in "suppresaing all noticos of 
such moeiiings ? NO I 

G. This ' Appeal' is extraordinary for its misrep- 
resentation. 

Its authors affect to abominate ' insinuations,' and 
brand them as ' tho meanest and vilest form of ly- 
ing.' They ' are grieved to see it resorted to by 
any one calling himself an abolitionist.' Excellent 
instructors ! Their ' Appeal' ia crowded with ' in^ 
ainuations',* alike fulsc and uncharitable. The beam 
13 in their oiirn eye, while Ihey are beholding with 
ruffled tempers the mote that is in their brother'a 
eye. They first insinuate that 'the conductor of 
the Liberator' was actuated by wicked and base 
motives in his allusions to Messrs. White and 
Blagden. How liberal! They next inainuato that 
he rashly 'casts about fire-brands, arrows and death 
in sport.' This, also, is charitable. 

But, ' a word on the subject of notices* We are 
told that 'every minister in' the city receives occa- 
sionally eomo notices which he thinks it improper 
for him to read.' Doubtless. ' He has a right to 
be his own judge in such matters.' Who denies 
it? But not the sole judge. The people have a 
right, every man has it, to examine and comment 
upon his decisiona. The clerical garb shall not 
hide his deformity, nor the clerical station screen 
his guilt. 'We know of no obligation resting on 
any minister of the gospel to make himself a town' 
crier* I know of none. But what a sentiment to 
fall from the lips of abolitionists, in vindication of 
ministers who will not read a notice of an anti-sla- 
very nieetik.g ! How reasonable it appears, that to 
request such a notice to be read from the pulpit, is 
in fact to ask a minister to turn ' TOWN-CHIER J !» 
If this be abolitionism, then all is gold that glistens. 
One would think this ought to snffice, l?y way of 
•Icrieal justification : but another objection 'to the 
reading of anti-slavery notices' is generally put in- 
to the mouths of clergymen, by those who claim to 
bo * abolitionists in the strictest sense.' It is in the 
following worda:— 'There are other ways by which 
. information may be commumcatcd, which, io so^^ 



iho icmt, m quito «s onnKULT nnd dkcent na those 
timt nro Jrc<iHCiill!; rcBorlcd to by ccrlniii iiidivwlu- 
^l3.* [liore J« nn insinuation ngninHt sinulry pcf- 
Bono— nnd thcao gontlonion doclnv.o that * inainuiilion 
ifj iko mcauost and viloei fp"" of ly»"S '1 

Agftin: 'No man or body of nion ciui, Avitii un)' 
propriety, co^rtmw'K* a paHtor to announce ihcir np- 
point'niontfl.' This ia nothing but ft man of straw : 
nn earnest rcqucdt, an imporlunato entreaty, is not 
a oommtind. ■ » Wo regret excccclingly.tho apparent 
tbno oidma7id, with which the Liberator lias urged 
the reading of Rnti-slavory nOticce.' This tone of 
demand has been nuthing more than the enforce- 
ment of the apostolic injunction, 'Romcmber them 
thftt are in bonda ns bound with them.' 

Again: 'Wo have been accuetomod to read an- 
ti-elavery notices [what ! to act &h town-criers!] in our 
own pulpits;and shall continue to do sA,it>/«e?,» ice think 
it advisahle, anp only then. . . We shall pay no 
regard to the authoritative mandates of men.' This 
wears a fearlesg and indopcndont aspect— but its 
au!;J)ora are not the bravest men in the work), though 
they use * great swelling words.' Nor is it any im- 
peachment of their veracity to say, that thoy may 
be.rnistaken in. their estimate of their own courage 
and determination. No, gentlemen, for one 1 can- 
not believe that you will read anti-slavery notices 
■wlien YOU: /think it, advisable, and only then.' 
You will do just as your church ard congregation 
ehall desire. Their mandates will be •aulhorita- 
tive,' and you will pay some regard to them. If 
not — you kno-w, what will be the . consequence. 
T.Se clergy, with some rare and noble exceptions, 
(in the iangutigc of the Richmond Whig, as applied 
to the people /jaf the North,), ' know too well on 
which side their bread is buttered,' to come in col- 
lision %1'ith , the. feelings and wishes of those who 
feed and clothe them, I do not mear. to ' insinuate,' 
ihk y oil v/il\,tT\m. your sails to catch the popular, 
gale, at the sacrifice of principle; but your situa- 
tion is a perilous pne, and a pastor who is com- 
pletely independent of his flock is a spiritual phe- 
nonneripD., It becomes you, however, not to boast 
how . sturdy and inflexible you are resolved to be, 
and how perfectly regardless of the opinions of 
those, .who contribute to your saljry. Have you 
yet found occasion to try what stun you are rrade 
of— the qu^iHty of yonr clerical mettle—your capa- 
bieness, of endurance ? In how many, instances 
have yon taken the lead of your people to carry fpr- 
wartl, an unpopular reform? How many times, 
and b. yvhat s.xtent, have you dared to be singularj 
erect, immovable ? The gentleman whose name is 
first appended Ito.ypur * Appeal,' Mr, Fitch,— as I 
stated at the commenQen^ent of these strictures,— 
has displayed a rampant zeal, and spoken in a bold 
tone, in favor of immediate emancipation, since he 
■was installed in Boston ^but I am told that he was 
dumb on this subject during his residence in Hart- 
■ rd, and did not begin to flame until he was called 



tp «ctttlo over the Free Ohurch in lio.slon — i. c. a 
rod hot abolition church. Hut 1 ahall oxuinino tliia 
goatlcinan'u coiiBistoncy under unothor head. 

Again: 'Wo do not wish to bo idontificd with 
those who have raised an outcry aguinsl some cler- 
gy men, becauBO they decline reading notices of 
anti-sluvory mootingfl.' iSo be it, gontlou\on! you 
ehall bo excepted. This • outcry' has been rnisod 
by abolitionists, singly and as a body, all over the 
free States, wherever they have experienced such 
treatment at the handt. of those whoso duty it is, to 
' cry aloud, spare not, lift up their voice like a trum- 
pet,' and ' open their nioulhs in the cause of all 
such as arc apipointed to destruction.' Hence it 
follows, that the authors of the ' Appeal ' do not 
wish tp bo idontificd with the great body of aboli- 
tionista—certainly not in this particular. Lot their., 
therefore, take their place, in this particular, in the 
ranks of our opponents. 

Now, a word in regard to other benevolent en- 
terpriees. All that is ' insinuated ' in the ' Appeal' 
under this head, docs flagrant injustice to the feel- 
ings and sentiments of abolitionists. There is a 
parade of impartial benevolence and liberal rcg'ard 
for all goo f] objects, on the part of those admoniah- 
ers, which is alike ridiculous and vain. Thcij arc 
not contracted in their views, or limited in their 
charities, or exclusive in their prayers — O, no! they 
forget nothing, love every thing, and would do good 
on a scale at once grand and magnanimous! Sure- 
ly, this is noble — and it would be still more com- 
rncndable, i'fit were less boastful in its tone, and 
not slanderous in its imputation. Behold the liber- 
ality of.five 'clerical aboliliouists,' as modestly set 
forth over their own signatures : 

'We love the cause of Foreign and Home Mis- 
sions ; we love the Tract and Bible and Education 
Societies ; and we love them none the less, because 
our feelings are interested for our brethren in 
bondage.' 

Nor does the great body of abolitionists love them 
any the less,- Does it follow that because such men 
as Arthur Tappan and Gerrit Smith deem it to bo 
their duty, under prosonl circumstances, to give 
their means and influent >• almost exclusively to the 
cause of the enslaved. in our land, therefore they 
are either indifferent or hostile to other holy enter 
pri&es ? Monstrcu? conclusion! 

'These objects of benevolence have our liveliest 
fjympathiea, our earnest prayers, and our ready con- 
tributions,' 

[JndPubtedly. 

'Wo wish to see all these things done, and the 
, work of emancipation not left undone ,. . Wc wish 
to see the hearts of Christians sufficiently large to 
embrace all these objects together.' 

.Mark!, The ' insinuation ' is, that abolitionists, 
as s'«ch,.do not wish to see any such thing ! 

♦ We cannot sympathize with those who would 
withhold their prayers and aid from them, that they 
may bestow all upon the specific object of emanci- 
pation.' 

Who aie the men againet whom this charge is 



mado ? Wlioro in Iho <!vi(loncc» lo niiBtniri it ? It 
iippoarij in a iinlcotl fonn, wliolly ungiijiportod by a 
tittle of proof,, Hiid thcroforo cnii cliullongo no cro - 
tlcnco. It Iiiis been often proforrcd iifjjainHt aboli- 
tioniats by tboir ' oloricul' foes, but never before by 
tlicir 'clerical' fricnda. Tbo cuao is not fi\irly 
Bttttcd, bocauae ila lansuago is calculated to.i givo a 
wrong inipresBion- It ia certainly true, that aboli- 
lionista regard the cause which they cgponse, m 
requiring a special (pol an oxduaivc) consecration 
of ihoir time, moans andonorgioH for itij promotion, 
inaauiucli as it ia atrnggling against wind and tide, 
ngn'Uiit the combined powers of Church and State, 
i>nd us the religious onterp'rizes above alluded to 
arc borno upon a golden tide of prosperity, encoun- 
tering no other obstacles tiian those which eelfish- 
ncsg or apathy throws in tiioir way. But wo do not 
lovo other good objects lass, because we love the 
ubolilion cause more ; and wo are convinced tiiat 
upon the success of our cause is depending not 
merely the welfare of Tract and Bible and Educa- 
tion Socio'tios, but the very existence of our 
Republic. When those, whose interest and mon- 
ey arc wholly al)sorbed in those Societies,will give 
an equal and impartial support to the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, we shall then cease to be in- 
vidiously devoted to the interests of that associa- 
tion. Nay, when they shall abate their present 
fierce opposition to our cause, even if they shall 
give it no public countenance, w 9 shall then bo 
enabled to Jo more for their favorite schemes than 
it is in our po>Ver to do at the present fearful crisis. 
We are constrained to regard it as base and cruel, 
in our enemies, to reproach us, in our feebleness and 
low estate, because we are so zealously engaged in 
undoing the heavy burdens of our enslaved coun- 
trymen, and because we cast into tl.G. treasury of 
bleeding humanity our two mites, which is nearly 
all that we posssss. But we have no language to 
describe our feelings, when this reproach is taken 
up by professed friends, and endorsed as being tner- 
ited, and even extended so far as to hold us, up in 
the light of hostility to enterprises of kindred ex- 
cellence! 'This is the unkindesc cut of ail.' The 
truth is, tliat while abolitionists are from necessity 
specially consecrated to their own appropriate 
work, — and that too only pro tempore, until ' tiie 
hearts of Christians are sufficiently large ' to em- 
brace it cordia!iy,~-they are, as a body, remarkably 
active in every 'good word and work.' They are 
doing wonders for the cause of Peace ; they are 
tlie most uncompromising friends of the cause of. 
Temperance ; they cherish tiie unpopular cause of 
Moral Reform ; ./ley contribute to the funds of the 
Bible, Tract, and Education Societies, and to the 
cause of Foreign and Home Missions ; and they 
take a more than ordinary interest in every object 
which is calculated to advance the interests of the 
Redeemers kingdom. Indeed, if they are blairjs-,- 
worthy at all, it is because they scatter their means 



too widely, instead of concontraiing thorn ifnoro tH- 
rcctly upon the cause of Emancipation. Thd God 
of lovo will not cliido them if, for a little whilc.thoy 
Bliould moaanrably withdraw their support froni ftn 
cnterpriiio which is strong and popular, and extend 
it to one which ifj feeble and odioup, and which if), 
in fact, a Missionolry, Tract, Education, and liihlo 
Society, in it3olf, blonding till humaii interos!.a in 
one, and conflituting in a comprohenaivo view' tha 
Bum total of all human efforts. Lot thorn give moro 
freely, moro cxclHsivch/, to this mighty onterpriHO, 
tlmn liioy have hitherto douO ; for the wealth, ninJ 
aristocracy, and religion of the hind is against it, 
and it noeda their liberal aid, and ri>ust have it in 
greater proportion than cvor, ov Ai.ii la lohi*. That 
they have not bestowed all their money * upon tho 
specific object of emancipation,' at least five 'cleri- 
cal abolitionists ' know very well — for thoy havo 
liad their share of it, perhaps moro than thoy de- 
Bcrvc, periiaps moro than some of them will again 
receive. Thoy can hardly expect, if thoy are rea- 
sonable men, that the abolitionists will put money, 
into their pockets, to bo slandered and reproV'.ied 
before all the people in return, as a quid pro quo. 
Once more : 

'Wo wish to see the bark of salvation speed on- 
ward, and would therefore throw slavery into tho 
sea as a tremendous mass, greatly hindering its 
progress ; but we have no idea of striking sail and 
lying by, our canvass shivering in the wind, while 
we accomplish this work.' 

This simile is not perfectly accurate. Slavery is 
not a more mass of ineyt matter, ponderous indeed, 
but that cannot widen and grow. It is a fatal leak 
that is gaining momently upon our bark, and witli 
fearful rapidity, and which threatens to whelnvitin 
the ' vasty deep.' The face of the heavens is a^^pa- 
rently serene, the g'ale seems prosperous^ our bart 
has every sail set, a large portion of the passengers 
and crow are slumbering profoundly, eomo of those 
who are awake are laughin^j at 'the cry of danger, 
others deny that aleak has been sprung, while oth- 
ers give up all hopes of preservation,,and resolve to. 
meet their fate with philosophical composure. Some 
are willing to take the helm, (as a post of honor,)or 
to go aloft, (loving to bo elevated,) but only a feir 
of the hands are standing by the pumps, ajiil work- 
ing as it were witfj superhuman energy, for the sal- 
vation of all on board. In epite of their unremit- 
ting exertions, the water in the hold continues to 
increase. At this uwful crisis, five of their numbei' 
join with the infatuated majority in reprobating such 
an exclusive attention to ' the specific objecl;-' of 
pumping the ship! and because some of the * cleri- 
cal' passengers have been hit by the handle, (not 
being willing either to take hold themselves, or to 
get out of the way,) these five actually threaten, 
that, 'unless a different course is pursued,' they 
will ' withdraw in despair.' and make no further ef- 
forts to save the ship! Pump away, ye forsaken, 
calumniated, toil-worn little band, and may the 



Lord Almigbly etronglhon you mlgluily in tho in- 
n«r imd the outor nmnl By your uUo{jio,nco to 
hcaVon, « pon'ic oiVK tjp the ajar ! ' 
: y. Tliia • Apimnl ' iu extrnordirinry na nn apology 
for thoao who cillioir vigoroiiely nuaail, or givo no 
countoniinco t,a tl^o unti-slavery caufio. . 
; tt doclaroo tbnt no cenouic ought, to be paaood 
upon ony ttiirtwtor who oUall rofuoc, unifonnly and 
ivjiloxibly, to ircnd notices of anli-elo very n>ootinga. 
If ouch KjfuBttl wore not, as U is, ft tost of chnructer, 
a dcclttraiion of unyielding hostility to tho aboli- 
tiicji>,cau8e,--iif it originated in a moro diflurcnco of 
opinion aa to the most ouilnble method of giving 
infolfmdiitt,n to tl?o people,-— then indeed it might bo 
Dufferod to pasa without special condemnation. 
But tbo fnc4,iE otherwipe. Those ministers who 
rcfuflo to rco,i) our notices ore not deterred from oo 
doing by the paltry roasona at&ted ir» the ' Appeal,' 
namely;, leatthey ahull be regarded oa turning (omi" 
criirs, (a merry conceit !) or becnnso there are oth- 
er Ways, 'more orderly and decent,' by which, 
information may bo communicated— m» indeed! 
They hate our doctrines — they quarrel with our 
measures— they deny the rigiit of tiie >lavea to 
be' immediately emancipated— -they justify slav- 
ery from the Bible — they espouse the side of the 
oppressor — they fellowship men-etealers aa chris- 
tian brethren— -they brand uh as disturbers of the 
public peace, and with every odious and" contempt- 
uous term—they approve of a crusade against ali 
skina * not colored like their own,' to get them out 
of the country — and they expressly assert the in- 
vinciblcness of prejudice, and advocate the propri- 
ety of caste ! Wherevi^r a minister is found obsti- 
nately refusing to notify his people of an anti-slav- 
ery meeting, in him you- will find embodied the 
whole herd of colonization and pro-slavery abomi- 
nations. He ia among the worst enemies of the 
colored race^ and the best friends of slaveholders. 
Whenever, therefore, abulitionists.censure him for 
suppressing 'iheir notices, they do so in view of his 
known pro-slavery feelings and actions— and the 
people ao understand it. Yet the magnanimous 
• five ' would fain leave the impression.that au ' out- 
cry ' is raised 'against some clergymen,' solely be- 
cause * they decline reading notices of anti-slayery 
meetings ! ' is this honest? ia it jusc ? is it true ? 
They know that all those clergyman are the great- 
I cat stumbling-blocks in the xray of emancipation, 
1 and that they are Isboring '.lith ull their might, to 
; make our cause, and itj? advocates, vile in the eyes 
5 , • of tho people : yet they step forward as a body 
^ guard to shield them from attack, and to drive back 
; their assailants •—They go on to say : 

^ «Our feelings are' often exceedingly pained by 
* the abuse which is heaped upon ministers of the 
a gospel^ and other excellent christians, who do not 
I feel prepared to enter fully into the eflbrts o^ anti- 
% slavery societies.' 

■'V; " ' . ' - ■ 

/Abuse'? The allegation ia false. The silken 



phraocology, *do not feel prepared to enter,' is in- 
tended to hide a nniltitudo of oiiniitico to abolition- 
iam. Tlioso who make this pica aro well known: 
on the uuhject of human rights they must ho born 
again, before they can over • fool prepared to enter 
fully into tho oflTorts of anti-alavcry nociclico.* Let 
uis Bco whether they do not deacrvo the Bcvorcst 
reprehension, cither for nltompting to obsorvo neu- 
trality, or for giving countenance to tho meroilcsa 
opposition which is waging against our cause. 

Tho ' Appeal ' is written in IhO style andtasto of 
Charica Fitch, and I presume ho ia not a8hai.;cd of 
its authurahip. . Let us look ut his consistency. He 
Bays that ho 'regards alavory us a loud crying, and 
exceedingly aggravated sin, under all circumstan- 
ces, and at all times ' — na an 'iniquitous system of 
robbery and wrong, worthy only of universal and 
eternal abhorrence.' In an ami-slavery address by 
this gentleman, recently printed in Boston, entitled 
• Slavoholding weighed in the Balance of Truth,' 
he undertakes to show how evil and bitter a thing 
slavery is, compared with other sins of mammoth 
magnitude. Hear him: 

'That slavery is greater, in some of its bearings 
at least, than any other evil that ever existed 
among men, and involves more fruilt than any other 
crime ever committed by men, I fully believe, and 
shalTendeavor to show ; still, «he evil has a magni- 
tude which my powers connot describe, and the 
guilt a blackness wliich can nevor be pointed, EX- 
CEPT BY A PENCIL DIPPED IN THE MID- 
NIGHT OP THE BOTTOMLESS PIT.' 

He then proceeds to compare Slavery with Pope- 
ry, and after forcibly describing the abominations 
of the latter, he remarks — 

*1 say, then, there are points in which Slavery 
fof outdoes the Romiah Church in Cruelly and guilt ; 
binds heavier burdens, and liiore grievous to be 
borne, and lays them on men's shoulders, and will 
not touch them with a finger.' 

He next looks at Infidelity, and suras up the re- 
sult thus: - 

' My claim is, that slovery destroys more souls 
among the slaves by keeping the Bible away from 
them, than Infidelity could do in its place, \? they 
were permitted to have the Bible and rekid for them- 
selves ; and it seems to me that this, is a position 
which no honest man will dispute. Slavery also 
destroys souls by force, when infidelity could only 
decoy, and therefore leave an opportunity for es- 
cape.' 

He next compares slavery with the making and 
vendir/g of ardent spirits, and after saying that ' all, 
and far more thaii all which has ever been said or 
dreamf!d of the guilt c-f that abominable business ia 
strictly true,' he asks — 

'Is it not most clearly a truth, then, that slavery 
destroys more souls, thnn the making and vendino' 
of ardent spirit ? ' — * Who will not say that slave" 
ry is unspeakably more to be dreaded [than intf;m- 
perancp,] and that it is an evil of far greater mag- 
nitude than tFic other ? * 

He next compares slavery with thefi; and robbery, 
and having described a case in which he thinks 



Ihofi; and robbery ' etaud out in tbcir worst features,' 
ho aalco — 

<Whcro 18 the mini uiulor Iicftveu, wbo v/ould 
not any, thivt hucU n system of Idgnli'/.cd oppression, 
Vfna iulinitdy wortic than tlicflor robber i/,viln,n prac- 
tised toivnnl liimself ' U is to huvo a miaomblo 
cxiBtoiico, subjected to ibo most cruel, hoart-with- 
cring tyrannv, that woa over praoliaed by man on 
hifi rollow-mnn,sinco Ibia world baa borno the cureo 
ofita God.'—'Theft niid robbery arc NOTHING, 
compniod witb ibo wicUodnesa of slavery. Mako 
tbem na bad ns you plenBO, nnd i/m?^ do not deserve 
lo be named Ihc same week. Tho difteronco between 
Ibfm is too I'rcat to he described, too wiok to bk 
MKAsuuKD, TOO DEEP TO BE FATHOM EJX 
The filaveholdcr wbo goea impenitent to boll, will 
find bimself loaded down witb a wciRbt of giiilt and 
damnation, that will sink him out of sight of the 
worst liighton}/ robber ihnt ever walked the earth. But 
you will any, the bighway robber is often guilty of 
murder. Well, and so is the alavtholdfir often ^uil- 
tij of viurder* 

Mr. Fitch next compares slavery with murder, 
and asks — 

* What honest man is not prepared to say, that 
slavery is worse than mui dcr ? ' 

He next compares slavery .' witb fornication and 
adultery, nnd the violation of female purity by force,' 
and aitcr giving some terrible facts respecting the 
lewdness of the system, breaks forth in the follow- 
ing energetic strain : 

' O, when I reflect on this subject, I could almost 
pray for a voice like a volcano, and for words that 
would scorch and burn like melted lavu, I'aat I 
might thunder ihe guilt of the slaveholder in his 
ears, and talk to him in language which he would 
feel; Who will say, that this system of slavery, 
under which no female, who has a drop of African 
blood in iier veins, has any defence for her virtue 
against any white man, even for an hour, and no 
possibility of escaping from pollution, is not vai- 
speakablij ivorse than fornication and adultery, or ev- 
en the violation of purilij by force, where there are 
laws to apprehend and panish for such a crime?' 

He next compares slavery with treason, and hav- 
ing related the case uf Benedict Arnold, adds — 

' I say again, therefore, that the system of slave- 
ry is unspeakably toorse than treason. But I cannot 
pursue this parallel further. I have glanced at 
what men regard as the worst of evils and crimes; 
but when weighing the guilt of slavery ,ioc find that 
every iking which ice can place in the opposiie scale, 
at once kicks thi beam. It has a weight of gnilt at- 
tached to it, that can be balanced by the guilt of 
no other crime,' 

Behold what slavery is, and what slaveholders are! 
Has ever a more terific picture been painted by the 
most ' fanaHcal 'abolitionist? What ' unsparing de- 
nunciations what damning 'insinuations?' what mort- 
al 'thrusts at men's reputation!.' Slavery is the black - 
est of nil crimes, as black as 'the midnight of tho bot- 
tomless pit' — worse than Popery — worse than infi- 
delity — worse than intemperance, or the making and 
vending of ardent spirits — worse than theft or high- 
way robbery — worse than murder — worse than forni- 
cation, adulttry, and the violation of female purity 
by force — worse iuan treason— worse than anyother 



crime. Such is the unequivocal teBlimony of Mr. 
Fitch, tho. caithor and signer of the Appeal.' All 
the slavc'.iolding DoctofH of Divinity, ThcologienI 
Profeosors, ministoro and church mcmbora ia tlio 
Unito'l States, are in his opinion, MEN«Ti:Ai,Knfl, 
and F>nloBa thoy repent, will find themeolvcs 'loaded 
down with a wciglit of guilt and damnation, that 
will sink them out of 3ip;hl of tho worst iiionw/ ' 
noBBKna that ever walked tho earth ! ' And yet — 
marvellous consistency ! — ho thinks it is very un- 
kind to donoimco those northern clergymcnwho re- 
fuse to assail that horrid system, and oxpoeo thoao 
unnatural monsters! Wiiat if they do refuse to 
read notices of anti-slavery meetings, and to sup- 
pott our cause — have they not a right to? Aro 
they guilty men bocauso they regard a system, 
which is worse than Popery, infidelity, ond Iiigh- 
way robbery, as of divine origin? Aro they to bo 
* scourged and laebod up to the work ? ' Is it not 
enough that the Liberator is a very ' abusivfo * publi- 
cation, and its editor ' not a member of any church,' 
to justify them ' from appearing in favor of immedi- 
ate emancipation?' Though 'their hearts bleed 
fur tho oppressed,' yet 'they are beaten off from 
active exertion in their behalf ' by t?)?/ ' unjustifia- 
ble measures ! ' If / were not in their way, they 
v/ould obey Ood by pleading tho cause of his per- 
isliing poor, but they are dumb, and must be dumb, 
so longns the Liberator and its editor aro in exis- 
tence ! For their sins of omission and commission, 
I am justly responsible. They may innocently re- 
fuse to interfere for the rescue of their manacled 
countrymen from a beastly thraldom, because my 
course hs b'jen unjustifiable! Fine reasons for stand- 
ing aloof from duty, and for turning a deaf ear to the 
cries of the oppressed, and for taking sides with 
the oppressor ! — reasons tiiat may avail tliese proud 
Pharisees in the present day for a Utile season, but 
will they avail aught at the bar of God? Mr. 
Fitch himself has pronounced the severest condem- 
nation upon them in his pamphlet, though he tries 
to exonerate them frora blame in his 'Appeal' — 
having the power to blow hot and cold with the 
same breath. Tims: 

• Tell me not that I have no right "to interfere, 
when I see more than two millions of my neighbors, 
yes, of my brethren, my own feilovz-countiymen, 
groaning and toiling and dying under the unparal- 
leled wrongs of slavery. 1 have, no right not to in- 
terfere. I am a ircilor to my neighbor, and a kebei. 
AGAINST MY God, {///orfeear fo interfere, [Pray is 
not every other minister or layman?] — if I fall to 
use the last power which my Maker has given me, 
in pleading for the immediate delivorence of my 
fellow-men from their suflTeringa and their chains.' 
[So! all northern clergymen, who do not plead fcr 
immediate emancipation, are 'rebels against God!') 
« I may not fail to do it lest the fire of God's fury- 
kindle upon me, for my disregard of his high com- 
ii;nnd. Jind the same tV true of all my readers. . . 
Do you ask, what shall be done ? I answer, let ev- 
ery PULPIT thunder forth this mandate of the 
most high God— let every MINISTER at tho altar 



cry uloud tuul Bpp.ro not, nud lifl; up liia voico Jiko u 
irunUfCt;, aiul nhow thin pooplo ihcir trnnsgroHBionra^ 
llim ^^uiUy pooplo their aim.' 

And yet, jji Iiia ' Appoul,' Mr. Fitd/ snya tlint 
tlioro IB * no obligation roalljigr on a:.^ nunislcr of 
tlio gospel ' t,o xoad an n nli-slavory notice, or, in 
other Avoytla, to innico himaclf ft towji-crkr, or l'iin 
piSlpit a voljiclc for anti-fllnvory informiUion! 

Slranije iiioonsialency ! Hear what ho eaj^ in 
another breath — I copy from iua pamplilct. Hav- 
ing depicted the awful nature of slavery, ho then 
obsorvca— - 

' Thcro ifl ono thing nioro 'vliich I wish to namo,aB 
givinp; hlacknrss and agf^ravaHon to ils f^inlt. ■ It is, 
tijat inultitudea of tho profofiso"! disciples of Chriet 
camo forward to justify tho sysnm of slavory, and 
to claim for it tlic aanctioua of ti.'e word of God. 
Yos, this eyotom of slavery, red as >. ia with crime, 
black as it ia v/ith flruilt, and foiil as ii is with impu- 
irity, is callod, even by professed Ciuistiana and 
MINISTERS, an institution of tho Bible. Oh, it 
Bccms to mp, that if tho lon^'-sutFering' patience of 
s forbearingf God was over insulted beyond endur- 
anco, it must be when the protection of Jus author- 
ity is claimed for the perpetuity of such a system 
as thia. There ia no crime which it doesniit legal- 
he — no sin which it does not protect — no depth of 
impurity which it does not dig, and in which it does 
not permit vile men to wallow. And yet [now for 
' inainuations '!] there are not wanting men, Chris- 
tiun men, and' MINISTERS who wait at the altar 
of God, who call this an institution of Heaven, and 
claim for it tho authority of the Most High.' 

Again he bays : ' , 

♦ I am aware that great complaint has often been 
made of those who have endeavored to rouse the in- 
dignation of their fellow-men against the wrongs 
inflicted on the poor slave, that they deal in unjust 
severity of language. That Ihey have at any time 
spoken vtore than the frut/i, I do not believe.^ 

In his ' Appeixl,' he informs! us that his ' feelings 
are often exceedingly pained by the ahuse which is 
heaped upon ministers of the gospel,' &c. But to 
quote further from his pamphlet: 

' When T remember, too, the long and profound 
slumberings, even of Christians, on this subject, I 
cannot suppress the feeling, that it was necessary 
that those who would arouse them, should break 
forth as in thunder tones, and gird up all their enerr 
gies, to shake off tiie sloth in Avhich their fellow- 
men were bound. . . It was seen that the press 
was bribed, and THE PULPIT GAGGED, [what 
a sweeping ' insinuation ' ! ] and tho lips of the mul- 
titude padlocked, &c. &c. ; and when a few awoke, 
and saw the nation thus hastening to the precipice 
of ruin, to be dashed in the abyss below— what less 
could they do than to cry STOP ! — and that too, 
even at a pitch of remonstrance, which should Jtii- 
jed them to the imputation of fanaticism or madness.^ 

The tune is now changed. Mr. Fitch having 
blown a Vesuvius blast in liis pamphlet, now blows 
a hyperborean gust in his ' Appeal ' ! In the form- 
er, he is alien rampant— in the latter, pacific as a 
lamb. Read this whole remarkable paragraph — a 
paragraph so exactly in the style of Messrs. Tracy, 
Cummings, and company, lhat it looks like a bare- 
faced plagiarism : 



' Wo ^fioh to Gor, tho cacific movo onwnrd by tho 
propelling force of tiutli und argument, and not by 
a spirit of domineering. Wo ,'uo opposed to tho 
press-gang system of doing things no much oa wo 
aro to gug-lnw. Wo wish wimply to pour light on 
tho UlXlcrstunding, und love into the hearts of men, 
anH in this way to move them to exert tlicir iiillu- 
onco in behalf of oppressed humani ty. Wo ahull bo 
oxcocdingly unwilling to employ slave-labor in cor- 
rying forward ttio work of emancipation ; und honcc 
do, not wish to see those who aro not yet roady to 
lend US their aid, 5cou>';fC(/ rtnf/7a,';.'(('f/ up to the work. 
A pouring forth of lighi, willj tho meekness of Christ 
and tho puticnco of ho|)0, will, in our humble opin- 
ion, do the work much better and "with far greater 
despatch, than any mcasurca which look liice an at- 
tempt to coerce.' 

Tho ' Appeal' laments *tho ahuse which io heap- 
ed upon ministers of the gospel, and other excellent 
Christians, who do not feel prepared to enter fully 
into tho eflbrts of anli-slavory societies.' For one, 
I protest against this companionship. 1 would ad- 
monish these gentlemen, that it dors not properly 
follow as a sound corollary, that because some men 
ara (or profess to bo) ' ministers of the gospel,' tlicrc- 
foro they are ' excellent Christians! ' The fact, as 
new devclopemcnta are constantly showing, seems 
to be exactly the reverse. Christianity indignantly 
rejects tho sanctimonious pretensions of the great 
mass of the clergy in our land. It is becoming nioro 
and more apparent, that they arc nothing better 
than hirelings, in the bad sense of that torm — that 
they are blind leaders of the blind, dumb dogs that 
cannot bark, spiritual popes — that they love the 
fleece better than the flock — that they are mighty 
hindrances to the march of human freedom, and to 
the enfranchisement of the souls of men. TJiero 
are many splendid exceptions to this general rule, — 
exceptions which do honor to the cause of God, arid 
are worthy of all praise. But wo to the spiritual 
popes, the wolves in sheep's clothing I Their over- 
throw is registered upon the scroll of destiny. 

The authors of the ' Appeal ' think it 'does not 
become abolitionists to call men of acknowledged 
piety and great worth of character, hypocrites and 
knaves, because they do not jnst noAv see eye to 
eye with those who havo had most to do in tho 
cause of anti-slavery.' Certainly it-does not — but 
when have abolitionists done so ? Have these gen- 
tlemen forgotten their own favorito maxim, that 
'insinuation is the meanest and vilest form of ly- 
ing'.'' Whenever I have launched my denuncia- 
tions against individuals, they have been levelled 
at the Chief Priests, Scribes, and Pharisees, those 
who sit in Moses's seat and love to be called Rab- 
bi, and not at publicans and sinners. In this par- 
ticular, L have endeavored to imitate the example 
of Christ, and to manifest the same ngliteous indig- 
nation, and have had the honor to be assailed in re- 
turn with the cry, ' Release not this man, but Bar- 
rabas ! Away with him ! Crucify Iv'n ! ' What 
shall be said of such men as Moses Stuart and Wil- 
bur Fisk. who maintain that a system which cornea 



from tlio bottomlesfj pit i-s of hoavcnly oriffin, nnil 

lc[xnli/c(l by llio Bcrijilnrca ? Con nny cpitlictfl bo 

toopcvcro to apply to tliorn ? Una not cvoii Mr. 

Fitch ilcclarcti, tlmt 'if llio bjii/r-inificrikiff pnticnca 

of a forbcnvin(^ God wixa over ingulted boyoml ch- 

(birmicc,' it muGt bo in jiiHt Ruch caBca na those, 

wboii profossedly Cbristiiin ministcra nro noitbcr 

orniid nor abiliumcd to 

« Torliuo lliiipiiKca of (lie linllovvcd ]iil)Io, 

To Ranctioii crime, iind robbi-ry, ami lilooJ, 
And in opprcpsion'is lialcfiil Borvico, lilxil 
JJolh iiiim and God! ' 

I repeat it — 1 liavc not denounced any iifian,or min- 
ister of tlio fjoapcl, merely because ho is not con- 
notttcd witli the anti-slavery cause, hut only when 
he has ailvocakd slavery as being in accordance iviUi 
rcpiihlicaniiiin and the gospel, 

Mr. Fitcli and his associates eay — ' Tho timo is 
very fully in our recollection, when toe were not 
nboliuonists, [what were they ? in favor of slave- 
ry?] — nor aro wc conscious tliat xvc woro then cith- 
er hypocrites or knaves.' And pray, gentlemen, 
who over accused you of being such ? 

8. This ' Appeal' is extraordinary as a ' clerical' 
Bull. Its authors, if they had duly considered the 
character of abolitionists, would not have been so 
impolitic as to put on their sacerdotal robes, and as- 
sume an ecclesiastical air of authority, in proceed- 
inff to bestow their censures. ' Abolitionism brings 
ministers and laymen upon the same dead level of 
equality, and repudiates all ' clerical ' assumption, 
all spiritual supremacy. Nothing can be more of- 
fensive to it, than this attempt to enforce opinions in 
an oracular tone, as clergymen. It knows nothing' 
of'Clcriral Abolitionists,' par excellence. It abhors 
caste as Nature docs a vacuum, and is a terrible 
leveller of distinctions. 

Finally, it is intimated in the < Appeal,' that, ' un- 
less a different course is pursued, many who, in 
times past, have larbored much in this cause, will 
wilhdraAv in despair, and weep in secret places.' 
Faithful followers of Christ they must bo, if, because 
others pei-sist in doing wrong, they themselves 
eliall cease to uphold a righteous cause ! If there 
be any such, they can withdraw ad libitum. There 
will be no 'attempt to coerce ' them to remain, for 
abolitionists ' are opposed to the press-gang system 
of doing tilings, as much as thoy arc to gag-law^.' 
Tlieir motto is Free Discussion — Free Action 
— ANn God defend the Right ! 

WM. LLOYD GARRISON. 

. Brooklyn^ (Conn.) Aig. 8th, 1837. 



TO MESSRS. FITCH, SANFORD, COH- 
NEJ^L, PERKINS, AND TOWNE : 
Brethren, — Your recent Appeal has not only 
surprised and grieved me, but imposed on me a task, 
from which I would gladly have been exempt. Op- 
position from avowed opponents is to be expected ; 



and to contend will; o i l meet it, is coinptuativoly 
easy and plcasan! But it ifi far othorwiflo when 
one's fntuiliar friend lills up hio hocl ngs'iinst him. — 
In such case, thejask of rcHislnnco io diflicnlt, try- 
ing and unwelcome, niiJ ono'a heart instinctively 
shrinks from it, or is ready to die within him as ho 
undertakes it. Diffr.ult, trying and umvolconio aa 
it may be, howovor, there aro cases in whicli it 
muat bo done, and in which silence would bo treach- 
ery and guilt. Such, in my jtulgncnt, in tho pres- 
ent case ; and therefore much an I might desire ex- 
emption, I feci myself constrained to tho tank I 
have undertaken. 

It is truo your Appeal is addressed to no one and 
to no nmilcr of individuals particularly ; nor doea 
it profess to speak of the doings of any one or any 
particular number of liuch individuals. It is merely 
a protest against tl e ' movemnr.tc cf r?"''' leading 
abolitionists,' hjaving it for every one to guess who 
and how many, whc'^.ber two or twenty, arc includ- 
ed in tho conaure. This to bo sure, for men who 
' have no sympathy with those who make an indis- 
criminate use of severe 'epithet.s,' is rather an in- 
definite and indiscriminate censure ; and as I am 
not conscious of guilt in the particular matters cliarg- 
ed, nor of being particularly worthy -'f i'm character 
of a leader among abolitionists, J may be going on 
a fool's errand, in volunteering a defence. If so, I 
can only say that the indefiniteness of the censure 
must, be my agology, and that the fact that I now 
occupy the position of general agent of the Blass. 
A. S. SbciQty, seems to render it my appropriate 
duty to undertake the defence*. Meanwhile, I beg 
you, in any suijaequent communications you may 
have occasion to make to the public, to specify per' 
sons and Ihings. If you mean me, say so. If you 
mean Mr. Garrison, say so. If you mean some body 
else, say so, and give us the name. Do not crowd 
innocent and guilty together under tlic broad and 
indefinite phraseology of ' some leading abolition- 
ists.' Such generalities, interpreted as they are by 
our opponents to mean any and every one, ar jest 
suits their convenience, ^ do injustice to individuals 
and are great hindrancesio our tvork,^ and I beg you 
no more to deal in such ' indiscriminate ' censure. 

And now, brethren, in entering on an examina- 
tion of your Appeal, let me say, that I exceedingly 
regret, that our opponents have found in you cham- 
pions for tho preferment of charges and the defence 
of positions, which should have been preferred and 
defended by themselves, and which seem to me un- 
founded and unsound. ' Divide and conquer ' is an 
old and a successful policy, I know, but surely abo- 
litionists have, or ought to have enough to do, to 
fight their own battles, without volunteering to fight 
the battles of their enemies, and giving them oc- 
casion to exultin their defence. If, however, in the 
particular matters in question, you and our enemies 
are agreed, much as I am grieved at the fact, and at 
the position in which it places you, and positi'/e as 



I am of your error in Ih". cn8o,ycl bo asnntoA I Bin- 
corcly rcjoico tlmt you lnvvo spoken out. I could 
have wiisiiccl indeed, Hint in the franknoas and hon- 
fitUy of Cluiotiaii brethren, you h«d nt lonHt confcr- 
i-od with 'Bome leading ttbolitioniata * on the partic- 
ular maltora in qucntion, which, with a oinglo excep- 
tion and in reference to a single point, you have 
not dono ; and that before sending forth yompuhHc 
protCBt ia the case, you should Imvo tried what vir- 
tue there is in private conference and brotherly re- 
monstrance. As it io, however, it is some comfort 
to know, oven in an unpleagunt and painful way, 
what you arc and where you stand. And hero let 
mo add, that grieved os 1 should be, to have you, or 
any others 'M'iio, in times past, have labored much 
in this cause, withdraw in despair, and weep in se- 
cret places,' yet I, for one, shall not depart from 
what I beliovo to be truo and right, to keep you. 
The Qtrenglh of our cause lies in principle, and not 
in numbers. Sunk hfss ever been the maxir. of 
' leading abolitionists,' and that will bo regarded by 
them ng" a disastrous day, when from a respect of 
persons or of usages, the v allow thomsolvca to de- 
part from a steadfast adherence to truth and right, 
in order to irain or keep you or any body else. You 
will allow me then, in what I hove farther to say, in 
reference to your extraordinary Appeal, to use great 
plainness of speech, and to toll you all ray heart— 
even my suspicions, (-provided I give you the rea- 
sons for them,) as well as the things that I know. 
In the outset then, I have a word to say of 
The Siohers to the AppeaIi. 
Mr. Perkins is understood not to have approved 
of ail that was in it, but to have signed it, simply 
because, notwithstanding the objectionable thing/3, 
he approved of it as a whole. As to Mr. Cornell, it 
13 presumed that he ^vould not have signed it, had 
he not been 'known' by somebody, *in public and 
private as a friend of the anti-slavery cause.' I will 
bnly say, he was never so known by ' soue leading 
abolitionists.' 

Of the Appeal itself, the first part is undersicod 
to have been written by Mr. Pitch, and the second, 
and larger part, by Mr. Towns ; the others signed 
it, as it was made to their hands, and ware depend- 
ent on them.I suppose.fof their information respect- 
ing the matters of fact in question— particulaily 
those touching Messrs. Blagden and White. 

Arid now, having disposedof these preliminaries, 
let me say, that I am happy to have your testimony 
to certain points of doctrine, which I deem of great 
importance, and to certain matters of fact, which,to 
my mind, are cheering indications of 

Progress in the Cause of FftEaooM. They 
arc these: 

1. That' slavery under all circumstances, and at 
all times, is aloud-crying, and exceedingly aggra- 
vated sin,' and ' ought to be at once and forever 
abandoned.' 

2, That it is an « iniquitous system of roUery and 



WRONG ' nnd ' worthy only of UNlVERSAr4 and 
KTKIINAL ABHORRENCE.' 

3, That it io ' ouo of the most direct and power- 
ful hindraricoa to tho advaucomunt of the Rodeoin- 
or's kingdom.' 

4. That ' tho cause of immediate emancipation is 
founded in righlcousncBH and truth.' 

So much for doctrine ; and to shosv that thoso 
doctrines have laid fast holdof the public conscience, 
I am happy to know, on your tcntimony, in the fillh 
place, that to publish a man ns a slaveholder, whe- 
ther ho is guilty or innocent, and especially if he 
is guilty, ia ' to tarnish iiia character with tho ' stain 
of '6in>»and 'to hold him up to universal abhor- 



rence.' This is ao it should be. Slavery is ' rob- 
bery and wrong,'and tho 3lavoholder,bc ho Christian 
or infidel, saint or sinner, minister or inyman, is a 
robber and a wrong-doer of the worst possible char- 
acter. If he is a genlleman,c!othcd in silks and broad- 
doth,and living sumptuously on the spoils of his vic- 
tims, ho is a gontloraanly robber. If he is a learned, 
intelligent, pious, devoted, praying, godly minister, 
•why then ho is a learned, intelligent, pious, devoted, 
praying, godly, ministerial robber. And his learn- 
ing, intelligence, piety, «Sic., so far from changing 
the nature of his offence, or being its niitigation,are 
its highest possible aggravation. If he were somo 
poor, ignorant being, that knew no better, there 
might bo some apology, but when he boasts his in- 
teUigence, his piety, and his office, he just glories 
in his shame. He boasts thut which writes him 
down ' without excuse,' and marks him the guiltiest 
of the guilty. And the only difference between 
him and other robbers of the same kind is, that in 
addition to the first robbery, /le ' steals the livery of 
heaven to serve the devil in,' and they do not. B e 
the man then who or what he may in other respects, 
if he holds his fellow-man as property, he is a rob- 
ber of the worst possible character. He is as much 
•worse than a highway robber, as the man himself, 
purse and all, is of more value thanthe purse; and he 
should be regarded and treated accordingly.— His 
crime is no ' domestic ' or ' personal ' affair merely, 
but a public offence against God an., man, and liks 
that of the highway robber and sb.ve-trader, it ought 
every whero to be a forfeiture of character and 
standing in society . 

And, brethren, be assured it is no small gratifica- 
tion to learn, and on your authority, that ever-, in 
Boston, to be known as a slaveholder, is to buvs 
one's character tarnished, and to be an object of 
'universal ahhorrence ; ' nay, that even the 'insinu- 
alien ' of the thing is a ' thrust at a man's reputa- 
tion,' so fatal that if nrifounded it is ' wicked ' and 
•base,' and is a 'sin' of such crimson dye, that you 
would 'be ashamed to lift up your heads as aboli- 
tionists, if you failed to rebuke it.' Obviously if the 
bare suspicion of this crime has come to be thus fa- 
tal to character, the causa of freedom has made. 



progr';JB ; for tho Umo was when it was ratlior an 
honor to bo tho owner of men. 

Add to thiifi, that while ministera, aa ihcy shouUl, 
havc> nnd oxorciao tho right to invito whom thoy 
pleneo into Ihoir pulpit^ tho people alao) in tho 03c- 
crciso of thoir right to Iionr whom thoy pioaao, arc 
coming extensively to tho determination that they 
will not hear tho man •otcalcr ; untl vorily v'ho dny 
Bcoma at hand, when righteousnoss an<] iiocdom 
ahall triumph, nnd tho plunderer of God's poor be- 
come an outlaw from tho oocicty of honest mcHjind 
an object of * universal and eternal abhorrence' 

* God eliall cast upon him and not spare. Men ehall 
clap their hands at him, and shall hisn him out of 
his plncc.' (Job xxvii,22, 23. 

Things m which we AcnEE. Thoro are some 
things also in your Appeal, with which I am happy 
to sny all tho leading ' abolitionists ' with Avhom I 
am acquainted most fully agree. They are aa fol- 
lows : 

1. That 'to hold a man up to univeran.l abhorrence,' 
whether it bo Rev. Mr. White, Wm. Lloyd Gar- 
rison, or any one else, ' while neither time nor 
pains have been taken to ascertain the truth in re- 
lation to him, is altogether unjustifiable;' and that 
on ' attempt to tarnish his character with the sin of 
slaveholding,' or that of ' hasty, unsparing, and al- 
most ferocious dgnunciation,' or that of the mean- 
est and vilest form of lying,' ' when he has never 
been guilty of it,' is * decidedly wrong,' and that no 
man's 'repatation ia safe in the hands' of men who 
do such things. 

2. That ' insinuations, thrown before the world 
in print, because somebody happened to guess that 
all was pot right, cannot be justified,' whether they 
have reference to the sin of elaveholding or to. that 
of insinuation itself. * Tq insinuate' that somebody 
else has insinuated, 'while they have no proof of it,' 
and 'neither time nor pains have been taken to ascer- 
tain the truth in the case,' is itself 'insinuation,'and in- 
volves its author in all the severities of his own con- 
dcmnation^ even that of a 'wicked' and 'base thrust at 
a man's reputation,' by 'the meanest and vilest form 
of lying; ' and it ought, most surely, to set him to 
'loalh'-intr himself! Thou that teachest another 
should not insinuate, dost thou insinuate ? 

3. That 'a pouring forth of light with the meekness 
of Christ, and the patience of hope' is the true way 
to advance any and every good cause, and that 
' men of acknowledged piety and great worth of 
character' should by no means be called 'hypo- 
crites and knaves, because they do not just now see 
eye to eye with those who have most to do ' with 
tlie particular cause in question. By no means. 
Fair trial should be made and fair opportunity given. 
Light should be poured forth on the right hand and 
on the left, and be made to blaze on their vision 
with the clearness of tho noon-day sun. If ihev 
welcot is it, well ; then do they prove themsekes 

* children of the Irghl,' and their acknowledged, to 



bo their real character. If, howovor, in tho epirit 
of certain men of old, thoy aay * thou \/ort altogeth- 
er born in sin and dost thou teach uei ? ' or in that 
of others, 'can any good come out of Nttzarolhl-" 
or ' is not this the Carpenter's /son ? \ and for thcoo 
or any other reasons, turn thoir back and shut thoir 
eyes upon tho light, and, like owio and bata, hido 
nway, and gropo and olumbor on at noon-day, and 
that too after years of unwearied effort to cnlifrhtQa 
them, then indeed do thoy prove thomaolvos • chil- 
dren of the night,' and tlxeir ncknowlodgcd, not to 
bo their real chaiactor ; and if, in tlio meekness of 
Christ,' wo may not call them ' hypocrites,' vipers,' 
&.C. , because they 'do not just now eeo eye to eye,' 
we may at least doclaro that, bocauir- lUcy ' do not 
just' then after years of resistance and rejection of 
the light 'see eye to eye,' Hhia ia ' their 'condemna- 
tion, that light has come into the world,' and that 
thoy ' have loved darkncst* lather than light, be- 
cause,' on this particular nubjoct ct least, 'their 
deeds are evil,' and the}', whatever their protesta- 
tions to the contrary, are after all PRO-SLAVERY 
MEN ! 

4. That 'a&use' should not be ' heaped upon min- 
isters of the gospel and other excellent Christians,' 
because 'they do not feel prepared to enter ./U/fy 
into the efforts of anti -slavery societies.' 

5. That' a spirit of domineering' — 'the press-gang 
system' — ^ slave labor ' — * aqourging ond lashing,* 
and attempts to coerce, are not the weapons of a 
Christian warfare. 

6. That the right of judgment in the matter of 
giving notices resta with the minister. 'He has a 
right' and I, would add, it is his duty, ' to be his own 
judge ' as to what he will, and what be will not 
read. 

7. That ' no man or body of men can, with any 
propriety, command him to announce ffteir appoint- 
ments.' 

8. That no 'regard' should be paid, by him or 
any body else, ' to the authoratative mandates of 
men,' be they laymen, ' leafllng aboUtioaiste,' or 
clergymen, but that all men should be governed, 
' in all things, by Christianjjrmctpies. 

9. That ' when in the pulpit of his brother cler- 
gyman,' be should nevf'f be gwilty of paying 'no re- 
gard to his rights,' much leas thst he should ever 
'trample ' upon them. 

On all these points, I think we are most fully 
agreed. I know not the 'leading' abolitionist that 
would not assent to them most JieaiUly. There is 
no dispute here. But alas, when I look again I am 
astonished nnd grieved at what I see. Why, 
brethren, v/h&t do I find ? Christian brethren and 
Christian ministers charging their brother Chris- 
tians, and as I suppose 'some leading abolitionists' 
was meant to include some ministers, their breth- 
ren in the ministry, with ' hasty, unsparing and al- 
most ferocious denunciation ;' with holding men up 
to * universal abhorrence,' and * attempt to tarnish' 



llioir 'ohftvftctoV with tho fltnin of sins of which 
thoy woro * never gnilly>' while 'noiUier tiina nor 
jiaijiW have boon taken li> ascortain the truth;' 
'ivirh * inEiinuntiona ^ on the atronjfth only of somo- 
boily'ji 'guoaa,' and witli'iut 'proof;' with * wickud' 
ttnd fbnsb thruBts at a man's reputation;' with 
"monetrouo injuolioc,' and tho commiBsion of a * oin* 
that" you would bo * ashamed' not to rebuke; with 
'tho Bttompt to deetroy a man's reputation by faluc-' 
hood,' yea ovon b^" «tho inoaaoat n.id vilest Ibrm of 
lying ;* with nttompto^ not 'aa orderly' or 'decent,' 
as they might be, to make tho minietor 'a town«cri- 
er,' and 'command hitn' to do their bidding ; with 'a 
Bpirit of domineering,' a ^tono of demand,' tho raic- 
in^ of *an outcry,' the npplicatio'h of 'ralavo labor* 
and 'the press-gang eystom :' with scourging and 
lashing men to tho work, and the adoption of 'meas- 
upes which look like dn attempt to coerce ;' with a 
wish to havo ministers • pay no tegarU* to a brother 
mins8tier*fl 'rights,^ when in his pulpit ; with a ' tone 
of domand upon oihorato surrender up their rights;' 
with 'the abandonmentof highly important objects,' 
that they may bestow all upon the specific object 
of emancipation ; and with the heaping of 'abuse 
upon ministers of the gospel and other, excellent 
Christians,* by an 'indiscriminate Ucfo ' of severe 
♦epithets.' Truly here is a sad list of offences and 
to charge them on any man, much riiore on any 
body of men indiscriminately, is no light matter. 
On« of your number did, it is true, some weeks 
ago, have some conversation with me on the gener- 
al topic of .'abuse ; ' but with that exception, and in 
relation to the .other topics which constitute the 
burden ofyourprotest, not one of.you is remember- 
ed to. have ever aaid. aught iii the way of private 
remonstrance, to any of the individuals implicated 
in the particular matters named. And now I pat it 
to your consciences to say, whether it be fair, or 
manly, or ChrietiaOj to write Christian brethren 
in the ministry, down before the pyblic, as de- 
nunciators, insinuators, domineerers, slave-drivers, 
liars, &c. , %hile neither time nor pains have been 
taken,* to try the virtue of affectionate and priv?te 
remonstranee, nor even 'to ascertain the truth ' in 
the case ? As you have however seen fit to d© so, 
('in the meekness of Cfczist and the patience of 
hope * I presume^) allow, tiie to say that if these 
charges are true, s-.&u 'some leading abolitionists' 
are what you repi-esent them, you have indet d 
done well in exposing their misdeeds, and^should 
by all means complete the work you have begun, 
by ibjuring them altogether. What' \vill you 
company with denunciators and insinuators and 
iisrs of the 'meanest and vilest kind? ' If, however, 
your chargies are ttninic, then have you done 'gr«at 
injustice individuals,' and to the cause of the slave, 
and your Appeal ifi pally Hitlo else than one con- 
tirined tissue of haafy, unsparing and almost fero- 
cioua denunciation^ and 'insinuation,' and ehould by 
all means have been so entiUed. Under theae cir- 



cumstanced therefore, 1 cm obligod> Ijowovor ro 
luctantly, to call your attention to 

Some Tiinwau THAT Ann j«oT TuuK. And, 

1. It ia not true- that Mending abolitioniBto ' are 
infallible, or that tlioy claim to bo so. On the con* 
traiy, thoy are deeply conscious of their fallibility, 
and are therefore ever ready to make reparation of 
injury done and correction of error committed. 
Even recently, in the case of Mr. Blagdon, na soon 
OS thdy had any contradiction as well founded and 
direct as tho rumor they promptly publiahod it. 
Thoy did it too before they knew aught of yonr 
Appeal. And had you naked it, the Appeal itself 
Would havo boon cheerfully inserted in t lO paper, 
in which the bad things it was intended to correct 
mode their appearance, instead of being sent to an- 
other paper and another class of readers, who with 
■some exceptions, were qualified to judgo of tho 
correctness or incorrectness of your censuro> 

2. It is not true 'that neither time nor pains* 
were ' taken to ascertain tho truth in relation ' to 
-Mr. White. ' Time and pains were taketi to be as- 
sured of tho 'truth ' in the *>nae, (see Reply of Edi- 
tor pro tern, of Liberator,) . > 1 had you taken tho 
'time ' or tho 'pains ' to m::\e h .ungle inquiry, you 
might have known it. 

3. It is not true that an ' attempt ' was made ' to 
tarnish his character ' with a sin of which ho was 
•never guilty,' There was and still is, (see tho 
Reply, &c.) th(3 most undoubted evidence of his 
guilt. It is in evidence unquestionable, that on 
his return to tho south one season, he wrote back 
to his brother, now in Randolph, giving an account 
of the misconduct of his slaves, (or slaves that he 
called his) and of the punishment thut he inflicted 
on his house servant, a woman ( I ) for her miscon- 
duct, and that that brother, on a subsequent occa- 
sion, told Mr. White, that it was his treatment of 
that woman which made him, what he now is, an 
abolitionist. 

4. It is not true, therefore, that any one has been 
guilty of ' hasty, unsparing, and almost ferocioas 
denunciation,' in this case.' All that was done, was, 
on good authority for the fact, to call a clerical 
slaveholder, 'a clerical man-thief and robber ; ' and 
when good brother Fitch, who penned this part of 
the Appeal, talrDs back and repents of whathe said, 
July 4th, 1836, { ^Lddress, p. 21,22,) viz. that 'he 
who Btripa another of his rights, or withholds them 
from him, is a thief and a robber; ihc worst thief 
and the, tsorst robber uponivhich the sun has ever 
shone since God hung ii in the heavens;^ when ho 
takes back his declaration, that slaveholders are 
♦like uJoZuea ravening the prey, to shed blood and 
to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain ; and that 
tho prophets have daubed them with untempcred 
mortar, seeing vanity and divining lies uvto them;* 
■when he recals the outcry, ' come nn, one and nil, 
let us raise the truinp of trHth,and blow a resurrec- 
tion blast above [the sleveholder'adead conscience}- 



tlmt Bhall call :t forth iVom ito tlust.lo tftlcO up Ub 
ivbip of BcorpioiiH, and SCOURGK tho guilly mon 
into obeclionco to tlie commnnd of God und when 
liQ Btopa praying ' for a voioo liko a volcano, nnd 
for words tl)ttl would SCORCH and BURN lilto 
dropa of MELTED LAVA, that ho may THUN- 
DER the gnilt of tho elavcholdcr in Iub onra, and 
talk to him in language which ho would FEELl' 
(Soo Slavcholdini; weighed in tho Balance, pp. 23, 
Hi, 3(J) — when ho does any or all of thcsr,- thinga, it 
will then bo in tinio for liiin to renounce tho oppli- 
cation of hie own 'denunciations.' And if tho 
complaint is that they liavo boon applied to the in- 
nocent und not to the guilty, the reply is, let that 
fact ho proved and tho evidence of guilt bo donb 
awny, and all suitable amendd will bo promptly and 
cheerfully made. 

5. It is not truo, that * insinuations' were • -.brown 
before tho world' in respect to Mr. Blngdon, 'bo- 
caase somebody happened to guess that all was not 
right,' The t ruth is that the rumor had been in 
circulation for months, and had come to the cars of 
thousands, and oil this * time' no notice had been 
taken of it ' in print'—no * insinuations' had been 
made, no inquiries put. It was mere unauthenti- 
cated rumor, and as such, ' tho conductors of the 
Liberator,' did not fepl authorized even to propound 
inquiry. A few weeks since, a clergymen, of re- 
spectability and undoubted veracity, when some- 
thing was incidentally said upon the subject, stated 
that he had it from a lady, whoso informant had it 
from Mr. Blagden himself, that with tho pat.nmonial 
estate, ho had inherited, in whole or in part, the 
slave woman that nursed him. On the strength of 
',he rumor thus confirmed and authenticated, and 
without 'insinuation' or 'lying,' the inquiry was 
made whether he was or was not a slavehoIdeiTt 
Had the rumor been confined to a few, a public in- 
quiry might have been spared, but extended as it 
was to hundreds and thousands, it was but fa;ir to 
give an opportunity, if it could be done, for its ex- 
plicit contradiction, and if it could not be done, to let 
Mr. B. bear the responsibility of his critne. And 
• by ehodd hv not? He maintains, and has so as- 
sure r me, not that our nseasurea are the only 
thin^. ''.lat p.nvent hif: being 'identified' with us 
butthntour fund '- nnlal principle, that slavehold- 
ing ' u^de^ ali citv-,uc;staucc3 and at nil tit les is sin,' 
is wrong, and that under 3«. me circuir stances slave- 
holding is right nna justifiable. Vv hy then should 
he shrink from reducing his principles to practice ? 
and why should you regard i as ca. , ing ' about fire- 
brands, arrows and death,' t.nd a 'wicked and 
base thrust at his reputation,* for n man to ask 
whether he practices what he preaches ? Is it true-, 
that he is ashamed or afraid to do so ; and that he 
feels himself aggrieved and his character assailed 
by the least intimation that be has done it? And 
have he and Mr. White come to you, in the bitter- 
ness of grief and the extremity of distress, and 



boga;cd a dcfonco at your handn ? Or have ypvK 
run beforo you woro sent in tho imnttor, and volun* 
toorod a dofonco, without oven knowing whotbov 
tboy would thank you for it, or indood would not 
cbnsidor it aa grave an impeachment of thoir char- 
acter, ns tho cluu'go itself? Bo thirt an it may, lot 
mo add, that for mynolf, I took an eairiy opportuni- 
ty to make personal inquiry of Mr- H, on tho nuh- 
jcct, and \/aQ anuwercd, on condition that I should 
not make uso of the answer, though if 1 had been 
permitted to do it, it thight, pcthopn, hoivo rcraovod. 
Bbmo difFiculties add ' satisfied' some doubts. 

G. It is not truo, that 'loading abolitionists' do, or 
'would withhold i heir proi/cra and aid from' tho 
miesion, bible, traGt,:and other kindred causcB, 'thnt 
they may bestow all up ^n the specific object of 
emancipation.' As to 'prayer,' all share it alikfit 
And us to ' aid,' the only claim over urged, and tho 
only appeal ever put forth, nro the vOry oaeii now 
put forth and urged by tho A. B. C. P. MissionBj 
viz, that special necessities constitute a ground for 
special claims, and that those on whern tho respon- 
sibility of tho enlorprize mainly and specially rests, 
should therefore for the time being, turn their aid 
mainly into that channel. I know tiot the abolition- 
ist, Jeading or otherwise, who asks or ever has ask- 
ed, tliat ' all prayer,' or * aid,'' even should be turn- 
ed into tho abolition channel, to ' the abbndonmmt* 
of the other * importont objects^' Nir can I even 
'/a'uesa' on what ground you venture this unqualifi- 
ed ani stoeeping charge against your brethren. 

7. It is not true that ' leading abolitionists' hav6 
demanded that ministers 'eurrendei* up their rights,* 
or 'trample ' on the rights of their brethren. They 
have only asked that ministers Bhould not trample 
on their people's rights on the one hand, nor 'sur- 
rendei: up their' own 'rights,' to miuistierial usage 
on the other. And when, on these subjects, there 
has been a difference of opinion, they have only 
asked, what they have cheerfully given, tlie right 
to express their opinion, and by a trial of strength 
in the field of discussion, to see \7bo has the best 
of the argument. 

8. Nor is it true, that in urging this or any other 
part of their warfare, they have put on the * tone o£ 
demand,' or 'the spi.it of domineering,' dr • scburg- 
ed and lashed men to tbe work,' or sou^ght to carry 
their points by the ' press-gang system' and ' ait- 
tempts to coerce.' They have only claimed and 
exercised the libcirty of plain dealing, without re- 
spect of persons or things,— the liberty claimed by 
yourselves of "a full, faithful, fearless, and «ncom- 
promising declaration of the truth, and the whole 
truth.' In so doing they have doubtless, some- 
times erred. But with all their errors, to characterr 
iz3 their course, as you have done above, and thait 
J.00, when they have ever held themselves ready, 
on due authority, to make correction of error and 
reparation of injury, is, I will not say ' insinuation* 
or 'lying,' but is, I must say, an uugen«roui3 and in- 
jurioua censure of brethren. 



AnA liono pomU me, fts it i^nay aervo Bomowhat 
to o^pkm your foolhvgs on thoeo particular topics, 
to remind you pf a . fact in tho cxpcrionco of mind. 
It ia tliio, tlitit trhon a man holda back from tlio dis- 
chnrgo of o duty to which Jila conscionco, aa wol! 
aa those around 18 continually urging; him, he foola 
OB if Bomobody waei continually pusliing uni forcing 
him along. Whispmr g'm'/f, in respoct to tho mat- 
ter, tjuddohly in his or.r, and ho foolo almost na if 
yon had struck hirn. Let him understand dclibc- 
xtttoly that you think ho ought to do it, mid howev- 
er he may defend hia course and try to reconcile it 
■wiUi consciohco, yet there ia a Bomothing within 
tliiat makofl him feel aa if oomobody Avas pmliing 
andybrcing' him on, and ho vainly Imagirioo it ia 
you, when after all, it is only tho Bomobc^^y within 
hitift, responding to your opinion. And now, broth-^ 
er Towae, as thio part of the protest was written by 
youraoir and js doubtless apecially expressive of 
your feelings, you will allow me to say, that I foan 
such' is precisely your condition. Since your re- 
ception and aaceptanco of the call to tho Salem 
street Church, you have carefully keep aloof from 
anti-slavery me;5tings. At the New England Con- 
vention in May, which continued its sessions through 
four successive days, although specially invited to 
it, novoice wo,s heard from you in behalf of the suf- 
fering and the dumb. It is not known indeed that 
you were present atany of tho meetings. Through- 
out, your policy from tho time specified has been 
almost if not entirely that of silence and withdraw- 
al^ as to any public advocacy of tho cause and any 
public identification with ihe friends of tSie oppress- 
ed. You have attempted, I know, to justif-' this 
course, and have probably persuaded yoursedf of 
its consistency with duty. Yet you are aware 
that some * leading abolitionists' condemn it. You 
retnembe* your ou n liability to err. You take up 
the Bible. It ia hard work to make it read, * Open 
thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause 
of the poor and needy,'— -earce/jf, when under a call 
tc some church; "By their fruits shall we know 
them' — except, ' &c. 1 Somehow, with the Bible 
open before it, conscience will not be exactly satis- 
fied with silence under such circumstances, and 
you find yourself, ere you are aware of it, put upon 
argument in seli-defence, and feel as if somebody 
tvas contending with and forcing you along. Take 
care, brother! Don't mistake 'some leading abo- 
litionists 'for the somebody within, responding to 
their opinion, and urging you to duty. 
- Notices.— OsiciGATiOKr TO KEA.u TnfiM. 
And now, brethren, I am entering on topics that 
we vitalj Slot merely to the cause of abolition, but 
to that of freedom generally, civil and religious ; 
aid it is with the deepest regret that I find yoo de- 
fending positions so untenable in their character, 
so pernicious in their tendencies, and so disastrous, 
if unresisted, in their roaalts. Their discussion 
however ctm do harm. I trust, indeed, it will 



rnthor do good, and will servo to lead us all to a 
bettor undcrntanding and a more scrupulous regard 
for Cttch other's rights. Let me call your uttcniion 
then, 

J. To tho ' obligaition' rooting on you and every 
minister to road notices of anti-slavery moetings. 
Some of these nro notices of lectures and meetings 
for public discussion, and aro of course, an invita- 
tion to tho congregation generally to attend. Oth- 
ers nrb simply notices of tho meetings of some anti- 
slavery society for tho transaction of business. 
These of course, are only nn invitation to particu- 
lar individuals, and their rnadirgis requested mere- 
ly to advertise persons, whoso convictions on tho 
subject are already settled, of tho time and place 
at which they are to meet for tho discharge of what 
they consider a solemn and religious duly. But 
whether the object be the one or the other, tho of- 
fording of facilities for a discharge of conscientious 
duty or something more, and whether tho reading 
bo desired as a matter of obligation and duty, or 
merely as one of common civility and Cliristiun 
courtesy, in either or in both cases, they are group- 
ed together as ' anti-slavery notices,' and refused a 
reading by a portion of tho ministry in Boston and 
vicinity. And with reference to this cpnduct, I 
find you, not only severely censuring those who 
presunje to question or condemn it, but justifying 
and upholding those who nro guilty of it. You 
hardly intimate even that it is their duty to read 
Buch notices, much less urge them to it, and cen- 
sure them for a refusal. You ' should indeed rejoice 
if they felt it to be their duty to do every thing in 
their power to help forward the cause of immediate 
emancipation,' but if, on the contrary, they refuse 
to read notices, and ' do every thing' else ' in their 
power' to retard it, not a word of rebuke have they 
from you. They may turn their back and shut 
their ear to the cry of the oppressed and oppose 
abolitionists to their hearts content, and they are 
only * men who have a quick sense of propriety' — 
their hearts bleed for the oppressed,' and after all 
it is only ' because they do not just now see eye to 
eye with us !' The storm of censure is all heaped 
upon those who dare to question or condemn their 
course, while they receivo at your hands nothing 
but apology, excuse, and justification 5 
' You * know of no obligation resting on any min- 
ister to make himself a town-crier or his pulpit a 
vehicle for public information. ' He has a right to 
be his own judge in such matters;' — (as if that absolv- 
him from responsibility for the ahmc of his right ;) 
* no man or body of men can command him to an- 
nounce their appointments ;' and as for ourselves, 
toe 'shall consuU our own judgment ; we ' shall pay 
no regard to the authoritative mandates of men,' 
and * shall give such notices when wt think it advi- 
saUe and only then!' Really, brethren this style 
of talking does not seem to savor much of 'the 
meekness of Christ,' or 'the patience of hope.^. 



An you Imvo Iiowovor doolarod that you ' know of no 
oblijyntion roatir.g on any minister' to road tho noti- 
ces in question, nnd Imvo even epokon of your read- 
ing them in your own pulpila, not na a , mat- 
tor of obligation, but only Bomothingr you «havo 
hoon acoustomc'V to do j and as in all this you havo 
done wJiat you could to roliovo our opponents of 
roeponsibility and acquit them of guilt in the caao, 
it 13 important to examine tho question, with carc- 
fulncsfj and prayer. And if, in so doing, you should 
bo eatisficd of your error, I hope that no throata of 
minifltorial exclusion or ccclosiaslical censure, and 
no tics of clerical aasociation or personal friendship, 
will prevent its prompt confession and renunciation. 

If then you put the matter on the ground of expe- 
diency simply, aa a matter not involving principle, 
but purely ono of convenience, to bo done or not,as 
shall seem 'advisable,' thon I insist 

1. That every minister is bound in courteay to 
read such notices. Why should he not ? Does ho 
assert for himseif, the right of private judgment on 
all questions of Iruth and duty ? Does ho deny .ut- 
terly ond forsver, the right of any man or set of 
men to think for him and lord it over his conscience? 
Does ho stand in stout resistance to any invasion, 
in reference 50 himself, of tho apostolic injunction, 
♦prove all things, hold fast that which is good?' 
Does ho protest against any nnd every thing of this 
kind, come it from church or state, as an invasion of 
his civil or ecclesiastical rights, and as being itself 
civil or ecclesiastical despotism ? And yet will ho 
not accoed the same right to others, even the hum- 
bleat and wickedest of his flock? What! is he 
afraid to have men * prove all things ?' Dare he 
not trust others with the same rights he claims for 
himself? Is he the only object of apostolic injunc- 
tion; the only safe depository of the right of pri- 
vate judgment ? Or, according this right to others, 
is he so dead to apostolic injunction, and so lost to 
common courtesy, that he will not extend to them, 
however he and they may differ on the subject in 
question, the cheap civility of announcing at their 
request the time and place at %vhich they and others 
who wtsh, may meet together, for the obedience of 
the injunction and the exercise of their right? 
Shame, shame, on such inconsistency and intoler- 
ance ! It befits the papist, not the protestant, and 
is neither manly, generous, nor Christian. 

Tell m6 not, brethren, of the jmniter of the no- 
tices in question— as if they were so many as to 
make the minister ' a town-crier.' It is not their 
number that constitutes tho ground of refusal. 
Were it so, they would at least be read -occasional- 
^,y_^w;lionever it could be done without too large a 
draft on the time of the audience and the strength 
of the preacher ' 

I would here recommend those who are afraid of 
being made ' town-criers,' 'or, to use the elegant 
phrase of one of themy ' pack-horses,': by being ask- 



ed the cheap civility of giving a notice, to mako a 
morning meditation of tho following. 

' Yo knovr that the princes of the Gentiles cjcor- 
ciso dominion over them, and thoy that are groat 
oxcrcisG authority upon them: but it shall not bo so 
among you. Whosoever, will bo chief among you, 
lot h'lm bo your servant— If I then your Lord und 
Master, have washed your foot, yo also ought to 
wash ono another's foot.' And when tliese breth- 
ren have drank so dooply of * tho meekness of 
Christ' 08 to bo willing to bo town-foot- washers to 
tho disciples, I for one, will most cheerfully listen 
to any complaints thoy may Imvo to make about 
town-crier and pack-horse-ship, because thoy aro 
asked to give a notice ! 

Toll mo not hero either of cases of conscience. 
For by the supposition, the mutter is now ono of 
convonionce and expedience, to be done or not, aa 
Bcems ' advisable * merely. And if in this aspect of 
the case, tho minister feels ttha giving tho notice 
would be lending a sanction, in wholo or. in part, to 
what he cannot approve, let him say bo; let him, if 
he will, bear his testimony fully against it, and say 
expressly that he gives no sanction in the case, but 
the reverse, Lud that he reads the notice only as a 
matter of courtesy, and by particular request, and 
thus show liim a man, and not a bigot, or a slave. 

If however you put this matter on the score of 
principle, then I maintain, 

2. That under existing circumstances, and as a 
general rule, every minister is under solemn ohli- 
galion, to xoai such notices, (1) as a testimony in 
defence of the assailed right of discussion, and (2) 
as & testimony against slavery itself. I speak now 
with particular reference to his own pulpit ; and 
what I mean by 'existing circumstances ' &c. will 
be obvious as I proceed* In his own pulpit, as well 
as elsewhere, the minister has, in the fullest sense, 
the right of private judgment. In its exercise, 
however, he is bound to judge righteous judgment ; 
and if he fails to do so he involves himself in guilt. 
The possession of the right is not exemption from 
responsibility in its exorcise. I insist then, that in 
his own pulpit, as elsewhere, the commands of God, 
—•Love thy neighbor as thyself; cry aloud and 
spare not; open thy mouthy judge righteously, and 
plead the cause of the poor and needy,' and the 
claims of a common humanity alike impose an obli- 
gation, not only to cry aloud himself on behalf of 
tho oppressed, but to help others who are doing the 
same. He may no more refuse io help them, than 
he may refuse to • cry aloud ' himself. The obliga- 
tion, in each case, is ono land the same— viz, an ob- 
ligation to do all he can for the relief of the oppress- 
ed. If he can do something to this end by the read- 
ing, of anti-slavery notices, then, on two , conditions 
jiow to bo named, he is bound to do it ; and if doing 
it makes him a 'town crier' he must be one, and 
magnify his office too by 'crying aloud mi aparing 



notf or l>o vioIfttOB tho commanda of dot!. 
Thoso conditiona nro, 1. That tho fundamontul 
' priaciplo/? ,adviU)pod by tha ndvocato of tho op- 
prcBHoU, ore m a wholo true, or tlint ho loavpn tho 
door of discuscion open in hia moctingo, and 
givoa truth Jiborly to combat error ; anil 3. Tliat 
tho mhnncr of hid advocacy is, oivtho Avholo, Chvia- 
■«'• tkn. These conditiona existing in ctich particu- 
iax" caso, mulco tlio obligation to help, Recording 
to orto'e ability, binding and oomploto. 

Nor, in detornrtining whothor thoy do exist, In 
any caso, may wo ineiat on perfection in matter or 
innMhor, and ninko a man, or n 3ot of men, ofFen- 
dcra for a word. To do so is straining at giiala 
nnd rebuking men who cast out dovils in tho 
rmmo of Christ, bocauso they do Hot do it in onr 
particular way. 

Nor whei'o tlioso conditiona do actually exist, 
Vvill a inaxC^ convidion that thoy do jnot, nbsolvo 
Ijfni fronj blamo? It ia true that a» long as hia 
conviction ia what it ia, ho connot bo expected to 
act conlvaryto ii. Ilia guilt lies, not in acting 
according to hia conviction, but in having such a 
conviction. With the facts before hitn, or with- 
in his reach, ho odght tt> judge differently. If ho 
does not he in to blame. He haa no right to a 
wrong conviction in the easo. And if in accord- 
ntico with swill conviction he refusea to voad a 
notice, othera are at liberty, jf they deem it duly, 
to controvert that conviction, and to blame him, 
not indeed for acting on his conviction, but for his 
conviction itself! Nor ia it « raising aa outcry " 
ogaihst iiini to do so. It is but doing what you 
ought to have done in your Appeal, and what 
Paul did to Peter, withstanding brethreto «to the 
fafte, 5ecatwe fftej/ are to he blamed." (Gal, 2: H.) 

It is true, the simple act of giving a notice seems 
a trifling affair ; and in some aspects and in some 
circumstances it is so; but under other aspects 
and in circumstances (bat make it theadojiUiouor 
rejection, the approval or disapproval^ the sanc- 
tion qi' condemnation of great prindpteSf it is far 
otherwise. It ia a trifling matter to pay a three- 
penny tax on tea ; but whenthat act involves or 
sanctioqi a great principle — the embryo element 
of oppreicsioijjyithout limit or end— itthen becomes 
a matter or#fignitude enough to rouse a nation. 
Under ordinary circumstances, it was a very indif- 
ferent matter whether Daniel prayed twice or 
three times a day, whether he did it on his knees 
or standing, mentally or orally, in his chamber or 
somewhere else, and with his windows open or 
shut. The mere mode and form Were nothing. 
But when the decree of the king was out, then to 
vary one iota in the mode of prayar, much more \a. 
the maltsr; was homage to imperml usage and cfe- 
nial of his Qoil, and Daniel accordingly, with 
"Madbm like unto the wisdom of the gods," went 



into hi« chftmbor, and rogardlosa of tho Uon't dcn, 
prftyod «AS ho did uforotimfj," On a cormin oo- 
easion also, thrco hundred Holdicra in Madngascnr, 
who had cast otf idohitry and emLnuccd Chris- 
tianity, woko ordered with thu rout ofiho urmy to 
march to anollicr part of tho inland to quel! an i;i- 
surrcction that had broken out. According 
national usage, tho national idol waa to pass in 
proccKflion before tho urmy, and tljcy wore to bo 
sprinkled in holy wutwr in which iho idol had 
boon dipped. Not to make ihc token of homage 
nnd allow themeolvca to bo sprinkled aa tho idol 
passed along, wos to bo considered as confedcruto 
with tho rebels and to doom Ihomsolvoo, for aught 
they know, to death. To do it however, ihough 
in more external act and not in heart, though front 
necessity and not from choice, was rounnciation 
of Cliristianity and practical idolatry. And como 
what might, with wisdom liko unto tho wisdom 
of Daniel, they determined not to do it. 

External action then however trifling in itself, 
nnd however indifferent and unimportant in eomo 
aspects and under some circumstances, yet under 
others which make it the avowal or disavowal, 
tho sanction or condemnation of great principles, 
is fur otherwise. In such case, to do tho act ia 
avowal or sanction of the principles, and not to 
uo it, is rejection and condemnation of thetn. 
Hence, and with particular reference to such csises, 
the maxim of common sense j»id common life, 
" Actions speak louder tlian words."^ Hence too 
the grand and final test of character of the Savior, 
•* By their fruits shall ye know tiiom ; " and with 
particular reference to cases of the kind in ques- 
tion. " Whoso shall confess me be/ore mm, &c. 
but whoso shall deny ms before men," &c. And 
this ia the rule, and the only one, by which wc 
are ;it liberty to test our own or others' character^ 
and by which Jesus Christ himself will test us 
at the last day. Desire it as we may, he will not, 
nor may we allow professions and protestations 
of the adoption or rejection of great principles to 
come in and set aside the evidence of-iciion. To 
do so, is to adopt a standard of i>:dgment atid a 
teat of character unknoum <s t!ie gospel. Judg- 
ment will proceed at the day, and ought to 
do so now, unon the ground that those principles 
and thoso only 'are adopted by the man, which 
are embodied in the life, as well as welcomed to 
the heart, and carried vvith him, at all times and 
everywhere, as a part of himself, no moro to 
be put off", concealed, or denied, especially on 
occasions that test him,, than the features of his 
facs or his own personal ideotityi Of all others 
it is to action on tliose occasions and under those 
cirsumstances which in themselves constitute a 
temptation to swerve, that the test applies with 
most force ; and it is te such that it will be applied 



\\l tho {im\ (lay with fficntcBt fiSricincR;. Iloro 
cinplinticully the dcciaion of truth ami God will 
bo that tho ad doiio or not done, na tho v.mo mtQht 
hft, wna «n nvowul nnd Biiiiotion, ov a, rejection 
mill concloiiiuntion of tho principles, oiid no pro- 
tcstntionB to tho coturary, howovor Bincorc or 
cariicBt, will or can ho allowed to como in in 
nrrost or reversion of Judgrno^U. 

What th(in nro thocironmstnndoQ of the present 
vim ? AVhy tho nation iB moved. In tho provi- 
donco of God, a gront quoalion hafi been put at 
issue Ueforo llio poo(>lo, nnd thoy ai;o being called 
on for ihoir verdict. In respect to it, there aro 
two and only tw(. hcIb of great principIcB ; and 
tlicso however ir any and various in detail, all 
huvo ihoir origin in one ol' tv;o {?;reat leading but 
oi)|)oaii(5 principles, ona of which ia, that elave- 
holding at ail tiinca and under nil ciroumaiances 
is sin; tho od»er, that at eonnj tiniea and under 
sotue circumstances it is not sin. Hero ia tho 
starting point of difTerenco throughout; and it is 
with reference to tlio truth or falsity of one or tho 
other of these leading principles, that the whole 
controyersy is to bo terminated and tho verdict of 
tho people rendered. In tho moving of this ques- 
lioji, slavery has stepped forth in a variety of 
fonns, and commanded silence; and raised a pre- 
vious question in respect to the right of discussion 
itself. The right of discussion is thus assailed, 
and being so, it is every man's duty to step forth 
to its defence. And as ihe assault has been made 
in immediate eonnecti,on with the question of 
abolition, tho defence should be made there, and 
every minister, as well as other man, whatever 
his viev's on the main subject, is bound, by read- 
ing notices of A. S. meetings, and in every other 
way in his power, to stand by the right of discus- 
sion, uiiti! the question is settled, that slavery and 
every other subject io open to debate, and the 
right itself is inviolable. And as to the question 
of slavery itself, now that it is still pending and 
the nation is moved with reference to it, the obli- 
gation is on every man, not only to embrace, but, 
according to his ability and opportunity, to give 
his public and private testimony to the truth. If 
the doctrine Rhat slaveholding at ail times and 
under all circuin?itances is sin be the truth, he ia 
bound by all the obligations of truth, by the claims 
of suffering hutnar.ity and by the commands of 
God, to emlvrace the truth, and having done so, 
to give his pul)lic and private " testimony to it, 
and especially to do eo, on those occasions and 
under those circumstances, which go to test him 
and interdict his testimony. 

Reading an anti-slavery notice is one of the 
ways in which he can and is bound to do this. 
And especially is be bound to do it if on entering 
a brother's pulpit he finds a clerical usage inter- 



dicting hia testimony. Tho horo of '7G, puying 
tho tea tax, abjures liia pnnciplcn and bocomon a 
tory. Daniel, omitting prayer or no MU-yiu^ ilB 
mode «8 to oonceal it, in liom-'igo to imperial tisngc, 
abjures his principlea and deniea hia God. Tho 
boliovora in MaduguHcar, sprinUlcd witli holy wa- 
ter in homngo to nalional mage, abjure C. isliun- 
ity and deny their Master. Tho abolitionist min- 
ister that puts ofl'his perfionnl identity on stopping 
into a brothor'B pulpit, and in homagu lo clerical 
usagCf refuses to read an anti-slavery notice, ab- 
jures his principles, becomcB for tho tirao being an 
onti-abolitionist, mokoa his brother's ,censure of 
abolition principles nnd mcasuroa his own, and 
gives Ills testimony against tho slave. Say what 
ho will, this of all others is tho place, whcro 
actiona speak, wd ispcnlc louder than woj-ds, an d 
whcro if the man do not acl! himself, he denies 
himself and abjures his principles, far mora elFcct- 
unlly, than if ho did not preach himself. 
We como now to another part of tho nubjoct, 

Tnifi DuTt OP A Minister in the Pujcpit or 
HIS BnoTHEn. 

To avoid all misunderstanding here, let me say 
again, 1. That the minister has, in the fullest 
sense, the right of private judgment on this nnd 
every other question of truth and duty ; 9. Thai 
the opinions and wishes of " a large portion of 
his congregation," however they should bo re- 
spected in matters of mere nonvenience and ex- 
pediency, are not to be his rule of judgment and 
action on other subjects; 3. That a disregard of 
his rights by a brother clergyman is no justifica- 
tion for a similar disregard in return ; 4. Tliat in 
or out of his brother's pulpit, he should never 
disregard his "rights." Tho only question is 
what are his rights ; and this brings us to the 
point in dispute — viz. 

. " Is it right for one minister of the gospel lo go 
info another's pulpit^ and ikm-e take the liberty tn do 
WHAT he knows thepresiding pastor disapproves'^ 
We say, JVOJ" Such is your position. True or 
false, it is at least consistent. There is no blink- 
ing of the question You carry the principle out 
and take broad grou.id. That word 'what' means 
a great deal. It covers EVERYTHING. It 
takes cognizanoe ®f the entire man, and sweeps 
the whole field of expediency, trnth, and duty. 
There is no element in the nuan that it does not 
touch, no question in the field of expediency, 
truth, or duty that it does not cover. For the 
time, his entire being must bo merged in his 
brother's. He must avow no opinions, express 
no sentiments, propound no doctrines, enforce no 
obligations, offer no prayers, perform no actionsp, 
recommend no measures, in reference to iany 
subjects, ill a word, do nothing in reference to 
anything that he knows the presiding pastor dis- 



flppi;pveB," Ilia ojcclKlngo of pulpits mutt bo, 
for tho time, an oxchango of porson»l idontil/ 
jiBoHv la every iliing in whiclii ihoy dilTor, ho 
mwt, (lavj himaulf and put on hia bvotUor. IL> 
riKiy; do wliat. ho plcasoa at. homo. Thoro ho is 
hiimolf, ItiiQwing w l ulo of action but tho will of 
God, nojdia of faith nnd prnctieo but Uis word. 
But wfion ho passes tho threshold of a brothcr'ti 
pulpit, ho steps within nnotlior aud a paramount 
jurisdiction. Ho ia himsolf no longer ; and now, 
by whatever rulo3 hia brothtir may vegulttto him- 
solf, be ihoy good or bnd, iruo or false, of God or 
man, 7ic must know no law but, his good picaauro, 
and ISO rulo of fuiib and practioo but^/nlis ivilU" 
No matter if in doing ao ho ia obliged l;o bavo aa 
many rules of faith and practice aa ho hna broih- 
ron, tho tnomcnt ho pasitus tho threshold ho stops 
within tho charmed circle, where, na to him, 
God's jurisdiction ceases, nnd a brothor'a good 
pleasure vaults into tho throne, and in the shape 
of "1113 WILL,"8i!3 aa, God supremo. That 
nno word " w.'taf," broad, imquuiiliod, um-es'rictod 
aiS" it is, covers iho wholo ground. Ho may do 
nothing in reference to anything that " ho knows 
the presiding pastor disapproves." Such is tho 
" doctrine t To have staled it is its refutotion. If 
you say, you intended tho wr-rd " what " to have 
reference only to conduct, such as the reading 
of notices, Sec, and not to preaching, the answer 
is, there is no such limitation in tho text or con* 
text. And why should there be ? Do not actions 
speak, and ia tiame cases, " speak louder than 
words?" 

Let us however lest it ti little farther, and see, 
whether you will bo as consistent in your prac- 
tice as in your theory. You wii! " read no notices 
whatever iu a brolher^s pulpit, against his will - 
why? Because it WQidd be paying "no regard 
to his rights." Will you then bo consistent, and 
never inyiie u brother to your pulpit who, by re- 
fusing to read euch notices aa you wish, " pays 
no regard to your rights ?" True, his doing so is 
no reason why you should do the same in his 
puipit. But it la a reason why you should never 
invite hitn to yours. Your rights in the case, nd- 
mitting them to be so, are the rights of the'olfice, 
and not of you the iiidividual, separate from it. 
They . are yours only by virtue of the office. They 
begin, as yours, iho moment tliat the office begins, 
and end the moment it ends. Their invasion 
therefore, whether it be made by you in a broth- 
er's pulpit, or by him in yours, is in each case an 
invasion of th^ rights of the offi.ce. it matters not 
in whose person or in' whose pulpit it is done. 
The offence is in either case the same, a?j inva- 
sion of the righits of Ihe. office. Now will you in- 
vito a brother to your pulpit, who " pays no re- 
gard to your rights" in this matter, arid so iiivito 



nnd oncourngo, nnd bocomt* nccoesory boforo thd 
fact to an invasion of tho " rightfl" of tho pastoral 
office ? How dnro you ? 

To invito or to allow tho comuiiaaion of tho 
crime in your own pulpit ia tantamount to iia 
commissioiii in yoin* brother's. You havo no more 
right to allow" its commisaiou in youra than you 
havo to commit it yourself in his. You havo no 
altornativo then but to insist on his coming to 
your pulpit on tho eamo condition upon which 
you enter his, viz. compliance with your will, or 
lo refuse him cntrunco. If you adopt tho rulo at 
nil, it must bo adoptcdas a vulo to work both ways. 
Will you do it ! 

Again ; let ua sec what havoc your doctrine on 
thisi point niukca with your doctrine on other 
points. You " hopo to bo governed by Christian 
principles in this and all other things," — except " in 
a brother's pulpit." You " shall pay no regard to 
tho authoritative mandates of men" — except " in 
a brother's pulpit." "No man or body of men 
can, with any propriety, command you to announce 
thsir appointments," except a brother in his own 
pulpit." You "have a right" and " you j'e^tai it, 
to be your own judge in such matters" — except 
"in a brother's pulpit." "For a full, faithful, 
fearless and uncompromising declaration of tho 
truth, nnd tho whole truth, on the subject of sla- 
very, you are always ready" — except " in a broth- 
er's pulpit." And you "are willing to identify 
yourselves with the cause cf the oppressed, and to 
do for them as you, in like circumstances, should 
wish nien to do for you"— cxcc/?i " in a brother's 
pulpit." There, " his will" must be the circutn- 
Btanco that swallows up all others. »So that 
" principles " or no principles, " propriety " or no 
propriety, " rights" or no rights, a " declaration of 
the truth" or no declaration, "identification with 
the oppressed" or no identification, "HIS 
, WILL," I speak it reverently, is the great I AM, 
and neither God nor man beside shall make you 
" do what you know the presiding pastor (Pope ?) 
disapproves ! " Really, brediren, it was bad 
enough for Aaron's rod to eat up the rods of the 
magicians, but if, like your doctrine, it had gone 
to eating up itself it would have left po( Aaron 
in a sorry plight ! 

Nor, seriously, does your doctrine make less 
fearful havoc with tho word of God. You enter 
the pulpit of a slaveholder or an anti-abolitionist. 
Now let me show you your position in the form 
of dialogue. 

God. "Open thy mouth for the dumb, in the 
cause of all such as are appointed lo destruction — 
plead the cause of the poor and needy." 

Minister. I can't do that, Lord, I am " in a 
brother's pulpit." ' 

God, " Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voico 
like a . trumpet." 



Min, Fin " in ft brothw'fl pulp if,'' 

Clod. SInvory in " a ti'otnondous mass, ono of 
llio rno.st direct nnd iiowcrrul hindrnnccB to tlio 
odvnucoinont of tho Redeemer's kiiigrioui;" ihcrc- 
foic, " Cost yc CH81 yo tip, prepare the wot/, 
Inlco up ilio stamUing block out of tlio wny." 

Min. I'm " in n brother's ptjJpit," 

God. And " ia it titno for you, O yo, to dwell in 
your ceiled houseo, nnd this houso lio w«8fc? 
Now thereforo thus eaith tbo Lord of hosts, con- 
sider your wnyp," 

Min. I'm " in n brothcr*fl pulpit." 

God. "Which now of these thrco,thinkc8t'ihou, 
vvaa neighbor unto iiim that fell nmotig iho 
tWcves? And he eaid, he ilmt showed mercy on 
him~go nnd do thou likewise." 

Mm. I'm " in a brother's ptdpit." 

God, " Feed then the flock of the slaughter," 
and « execute judgment in the morning, and deli- 
ver him that is spoiled out of tho hand of tho op« 
pressor, lest my fury go out lik<5 fire and burn thai 
mnt can quench it, because of tho evil of your 
DOINGS." 

Min. Lord, what other "doingo" can I have, 
I'm "hi a brother's pulpit." How can I go 
"againat his will," and dare to do " what he dts- 
appvoveo ?" Brethren, it is no light matter to as- 
sert and act upon a doctrine, which, in respect to 
yourselves, and in turn in resj)ect to every niiuis- 
ter, thus legislates God out of the pulpits of his 
own ambassadora Why, on such a principle not 
only may you not pray for objects or in a way 
that your brother "disapproves,' (the relief of the 
oppressed or any other,) but you may not even 
preach "Christ and him crucified,'' if it be 
" against his will." 

I anticipate the reply, 'let him not go then into 
his brother's pulpit. His fault is, not in comply- 
ing wiih his brother's will while there, but in con- 
senting to go, when, he knows that "will" will 
deinanci o'omething at his hands, which he cannot 
conscientiously do, or omit to do.' No, brethren, 
this does not meet the difficulty at all. The difB- 
cnlty lies in the usage itself. What is the "right** 
asserted in your doctrine ? Not that your brother 
has the right of private judgment on all questions 
of truth and duty, so far as himself is concerned, 
Tliat is admitted. Not that, in the exercise of that 
right, it is his to invite or not invite whom he 
pleases to bis pulpit. That is admitted. But 
more, that within the limits of his pulpit he may 
makf? his judgment his brothei-'s. It is, that in 
God's creation there is a place, where one man, 
by virtue of his right of private judgment, may 
?ake that right from another, and make bis will 
that other's supre.me and absolute law. In other 
terms, that there is a place in the universe of be- 
ing, in which one man may divest another (onS if 



another, liimBolf) of hio porftonnl rcftponuihility t<) 
God, nnd from which, for .t,b« time, "his will" 
may fonco out God's will, ns that oliior'a law of 
nciion. Now this I utterly deny. Tho right of 
private judgcnunt ia youro, mine, every mnn'a. It 
is as much nnd nei Hncrodly oho mnn'a na it ia 
anoihcr'B.. It ia a port of our moral being, m con- 
stituent clotncnt in morn! agency, and no moro to 
bo taken away, abjured, or put off, than moral 
agency itself. Go where I will, bo whuro I niny:, 
do what I may, ihia right goes with me, and with 
it my rcsponsibilily to God ; nnd in tho widouni- 
vcri?o there is no moment of time, no inch of space, 
no act of being, in which 1 may innocently put 
off that right, or forego its exercise, or in which 
my fellow can innocently take it from me. It is 
not mine to give, nor his to tnlco. And if, by tho 
condition on which ho invites mo t6 hia pulpit, or 
any where else, ho points m? to a place where 
*' hia will" is to bo supremo, ho points mo, 1st, to a 
place where, if I comply, I may not go, and 9nd, 
msserta ix right, at war with tho rights of Sod and 
man, and which I may in no form or sense admit 
or sanction, but on thw contrary am bound to op* 
peso and resist; If I go into his pulpit and com- 
pl;» will; the condition, I sanction tho right. If I 
stay out, nnd yet admit his right to impose' tho 
cotidition, 1 do the same. In either caao, in the 
one as tench as the other, 1 lend my sanction to 
the fissertion of a right and the establishment of a 
usage desttuclive of personal responsibility and at 
war with the rights of God and man. 

The only condition, if condition it can be called, 
on wliich. I am at liberty to enter his pulpit is, con- 
formity lo . his v/ill ia nil things in which, in my 
judgment, not in his. his will conforms to God's. 
This is the condition offreedoM. The oUier, is not 
only at war with the rights of God and man, but in 
its very nature, involves tho vital elements of the 
worst forms of civil and ecclesiastical deapotism, 
that have ever cursed the earth. The comlnand of 
tho Savior, " Go ye inte all the world and preach 
the gospel," &c., is on you. and you are to prejich 
it, not according to another man's judgment of it, 
but according io your own. To miy pulpit, says 
your orthodox brother, provided you do nolliing / 
" disapprove." To my empire, saya Nicholas, and 
tp mine, says the emperor of China, provided you do 
nothing /" disapprove." To my domain, says the 
Pope, provided you do nothing J " disappiova." 
And to my plantation, says tlie slaveholder, provi-' 
ded you do nothing " against my will."* Only 
make " his will " law in each case, and preaijh the 
gospel, or do what you please, 8lave}iolders,auf.oorats,, 
emperors and popea will as promptly throw their 
arms wide open for your rect?ptio;ii,.fellowship and 
protection, a? ""-.il your .broll^cr; iniuiste'jr himscir,. 

*The language of freedoiit is,' " Cor.gress shqJlinake no law 
respecting an establishmeat of reilgloii.Jor prohiyith>!*(aay 
where or at any time) the jrte ei'.. cise tfcerepV.'" . FA.Si Can. 
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^^Moifl no (tl^spoii^pi on entUi, and pfin lio nono 4. Tliat if.m hifi pulpit, I fi?ol ^nyticlf in con* 
(il'fll pr oooiop^eUnal, to tlio.ycvy iioDom of whioli, Bcionco bourfd lo do or suy thingo which I "^know 
action on.BU(t!l»' a principlo >viH not wd ho «)ianpprovca," and bo o,bwno, nn he thjnHrt, t|m 

■^>vd J"u thb 'vriidBt bfwhi«l> »t^ w^ oonfidonco ho hnfl phiced in mo, ho hno '< a proper j 

nf hrtino, ftrid Icttvc you uninoloptcd nnd protected, wny of cleniing with" mo— viv:. to rpmonntrnte with. 

' nnd convinco mc of iny error if ho can, tind if ho 

cannot, in the cxerciBC of his right of jiulgmcnt to ' 
invito mo no inoro. * 

5. Tliat if tlio pastor alnlso hia right in any ofj 
the rOBpcctB nnwu^d, " tho pcoplo htivo a proper way 
of dealing with him "~vi/. to remonstrate with nnd ] 
convince him ofhis error, if they can, nnd ifthoy can- 
not, to dismiss him. In this Way, in onch of tho above 
cascB, tho right of private judgment ib left unmo 
IcBtcd to rU tho parties. • 

G. That tho pastor's right to precedence, in tho 
occupancy of the pulpit, and in his claims on tho 
nttontion of tlno people, does not annihilate their] 
right to hear whom elae they please, and on what 
other subject they please. Their ifiglit of judgment j 
on qucfltions of truth and duty is no encred as his. 
That right suppoBos on tlieir part, as on his, tho j 
right to seek nil tho light on whatever subjects 
como before them, that is within their reach. If I 
they deem it duty then, it ia their right, when the 
pastor does not wish to use the pulpit himself, to 
invite into it whom they please nnd on what subject 
they please. To do so, is but nn cxerciso of their 
right of private judgment, and is no invasion of his. j 
7. That when an individual, an agent or other- 
wise, goes into his, or rather into his people's pulpit, 
(for theirs it is when the minister is not using it,^j 
it is bis duty, as a matter of courtesy and order,andj 
vfhere circumstances render it possible, to call oni 
the pastor and seek his advice, countenance and! 
aid, in the particular object, whatever it be, of hisj 
address. If the,pastor can second his errand, well. 
If not, then the question of proceeding devolves onf 
him, and it is for him, in the exercise of his righti 
of judgment, and on his responsibiliiy to God, tol 
say whether be will go on ; end whichever way hoi 
decides the question, no man's right of judgment,! 
neither his, the pastor's nor the.people's is invaded,| 
and no rightful ecclesiastical or civil order is disre- 
garded* 

8. That when called on by euch individual,! 
the pastor has the right and is bound to say fcft'l 
himseif, whether he will or will not second him inj 
his errand. If he says no, very well; it is his right,' 
on his responsibility to God, to say so. if in 6ayinjij| 
BO he makes a wrong decision, and bo refuses tof 
second an enterprise Virhieh !ie ought to second, Ihel 
responsibility is his, and he, like every other ifnan 
who does the same, is open to censure and rebuke* 

9. That in the matter of notices, it is for the 
minister to say whether he will or will not give 
them. To deny this would be invasion of his right 

it is for his people or 



A))d 7;hy f 'JlJe'canisO Ihti principle So itself the vital 
<)loii1c^nt,'9rnU (lesjiotismi, and nbtion on It is in har- 
:3i^i»py \iih tliVm. Tlio principle is iho right of one 
A^hU make his will, for tho lijn6, supremo law for 
"ahothoi;" It is by virtue of this,' and this only, that 
tho Blftvoholder Absorbs tif^, oa it worb, tho very 
, Jioing of hirt. DldVco into himself, and mokco " his 
will" tlio ona nil-pervading, omniprcpcnt, all-con-, 
trailing' nnrt absolute will of the plantation. It is 
Viy virtue of thin, , and thia only, that tho autocrat 
nnd tho popo, do tho Bame to a greater or less e^ctent 
ivyit.hin the limits, of their juris diction. Anditio 
paroly or?, thia principle thot the, unage in question 
ia founded. And Ihercforo to declare as you have 
done, that, when iu, a brolher'a pulpit, you -will 
never f do what you know he disapproves," but 
: Will in nil cases make " his will " law, is just to 
' say that ytju will sell your birthright ; that you will 
for the time put oft" personal responsibility, give up 
i.5ie right of private judgment, and sell yourselvcB, 
the bond e'iaves of eccleoiastical usage, falsely 00 
' called. . V 
;,It would be interesting to trace here the influ' 
encc of your doctrino in tho introduction of cor- 
zuption to the church. A moment's thought will 
sljow yon, I think, that it has been, in nil ages of 
the church, the grand foster-mother of euch corrup- 
tion. I rnust not, however, enlarge. 

"What then is the true principle, and what the 
correct position on this subject of pastoral rights ^ 
The principle obviously is this; that every man, 
pastor or otherwise, has the right of private jndg- 
iiient on all questions of trbth and duty; and that 
thifB right is never to be invaded or yielded. This 
Bingle principle carried out and applied to all the 
parties, in each case, will solve all difficulties and 
lead tb the following resultfl. 

i i. That each pastqr haa the right to decide when, 
and what, and how he will preach himself, and 
■who, nnd when, and how he will invite others to 
hja pulpit. On all these points, his right of judg- 
ment is complete. And farther, elected as he is 
the chosen leaohei' of the people, his claim to the 
puipit when Be wishes to use it, and to their atteri- 
tion, tikes precedence of (not excludes) all other 
claims. In these senaes, the control of the pulpit 
,,is:'his. ■ ■ ' ' 

2. That virhen he invites me to his pulpit, it is 
jne, with ?ni/ right of judgment, and hot me v/ith M$ 
light, that he invites. In other terms, it is me and 
not himself. Invitation on any other terms is in- 
vasion of my right of judgment. 



3. That whett i^^ of judgment. If be refuses, 

of cpijrtfisy kh^''i6Edcr^^^ do nothing in hio pulpit the persons concerned, if «bey deem it duty, lo re 

"!jag?iihst l|!snrill/* S8.far'a§i I can in coiiscience do peat the requests and urge it even with the impprtiini- 

80°, and no farther. To go,&rther would be to yield ty of the pcor widow, toblame him for a refusal, and 

rijttigJjt of |tidgtaijnt. / *. , ' - if ho will not give it ^t all, to give it themselves, 



